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WHEREIN 


GOLD « SILVER 


FE: I$Proved to 9p _— 
Kings Majeſtics 
ROYAL COMMODITY. 


WHICH 


By the Lawes of the Kingdom, no Perſon of what Degree ſoever, 
but ING MA TJESTIE, and his Privy Counce), can give 
Licenc&to Tranſport either Gold or Silver to any Perſon, after it 
is Landed in any part of the Kingdome of Znglavd. That this Great 
and Sacred Truſt cannot be changed into the Hands of any Perſon, 
Perſons, or Corporations whatſoever, without changing or diminiſh» - 
ing the Sacred Power of his Majeſtic, it being againſt his Crown |. 
and Dignity. OE, 
Humbly Preſented to his Moſt Sacred MAJESTLE, and his Moſt Honourable: 
Privy Councel, inoppoſition to ſome Merchants, who are CS L 
upon feigned Pretences, to diſpoſſeſle his Majeſtie of this Royal Truſt, 
to have it Confirmed by A& of Parliament, to Tranſportat the Merchants 
pleaſure, Forreign Bullion and Coine freely, after it is Imported into;the 3 
Kingdom, and make it a Free Merchandize for their private profit, tothe 8 
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Damage of the whole Kingdom in general. <a 
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By THO. VIOLET of London, Goldſmith. R 
 MATTH. 22. a1. Render therefore unto Ceſar the things which are Ceſars, Gres' 
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And to the 


LORDS of his MatesrtiES moſt Honourable 
PRIVY COU NCEDL. 


The Humbie Petition of TH0. VIOLET of Londen, Gold(mirh. 


k\ ' | Moſt Dread Soveraign! 
[ TS Jour Majefties mt Rumble, Loyal, and Dutiful Subjedt, 
TRA (0 % bumbly upon my Knees preſent this inſuing Narrative to 
| PA | Your Sacred Majeſty and to Your moſt honourable and pris 
WE, dent (ouncell. I had not preſumed to bave medled, 
; with this cauſe and Argument, but that'1 fee with 
what eagerneſſe ſome Merchants of Lakig thought to ſival one of | 3 
the prime Flowers of your Majefties Crown, (from your Sacred Ma= © 
Jeſty,and Your moſt honourable Privy _—__ befare by Rifing of . I 
this bleſſed Parliament. True it is, Gold ant Silver all over the 
World us a currant Merchandize,it anjwereth all things, and command- 
 Eth all things under the Sun. 

Put ſo, that in all Kingdoms , Gold an Silver i a King'y 
Merchandize, and only at the Kings Diſpsſe "and Will, and net . 
the diſpoſe of the Merchants , to "be tranſported at their pleas 
ſure. May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, by Twenty Afts of Parliament, 
the wy of this Kingdom of England in all Ages, hath inveſted it 
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in the moſt Sacred Hands of 7 Ks of England, and their Privy 
Councel, and none other (whomſoever, either Lords, Biſhops, or Com- 
Mons J, Wo # 

| by Reaſons upon peruſal of this Narrative, Your "Majeſty will 
find, ta have bien done, upon moſt wiſe, juſt, and great conſideration , 
both” for the Flmokr, Strength, and Defente of the. Kings Sacred 
"Perſon, Hi Crown, and Dignity,and S afetie of the people. 
The Money, *Buflion, Gold and Silver of this Kingdomin all 4» 


yes, (til theſe perilous hrade/trong Fanatick daies) hath been counted 


the chief Strength of the Kingdom, the very Soul of the Militia, and 
the Sinews of Warre and Peace ) in Your Mapeſties moſt Sacred 
Hands, and in Your Privy Councels , the Law of this Kingdom 
bath inveſted it, (and in none other of Jour Maſjeſties Subjefts,of what 
condition ſoever, and there let it fafely. remain to the end of this 
World. 
Your Majzſties moſt humble Subjed , upm bis bended Knees,prayes 
Your Myjeſty to keep this Sacred Truit intire in Your Hand, and not to 
diminiſh the leaſt tittle, or branch of it. 
0 never ſuffer it to be at the will of the Merchant ( leaſt Your Ma- 


jeſty,, which God defend , oiving ſome fawning ſþaniels this Authority, 


. «5 they defare, out of Your Sacred Hands) You give an oppertunity in 
a few years, that the breed of them may turn. M:ſtives, and ſo they 
may have a power to fly in the Face of Your Sacred Majeſty, as ſome 
of them did to Your Majeſties Royall Father of BleſSed memory, which 
God defend ; Foreewarn'd, Fore-arm'd : I humbly think. L deſer- 
ved net to live, ſhould I mt ſay this. 

'* The Gold and Silver of the Nation, either Forreign Coyne, or 
Ingot, or the currant Coin of the Kingdom, is the ſoul of the Militia , 
and fo all wiſe men know it, that thoſe that command the Gold and Sul- 
ver of the Kingeom, either Coin,or Bullion, to have it free at their diſe 
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P?ſall, to be Tudges of the conveniency and inconveniency, or to binder,or 
give leave to: tranſport Gold and Silver at the ir pleaſure, # the great 
Wheell of the State, a moſt Royall Prerogative mherent in Your Ma- 
jefty, Your Heirs and Succeſſors, (and none other whomſoever, but by 
Your Majefties Licence, and cannot be parted with to any Perſons, but 
by Your Majeſties moſt eſpeciall Grant ;) your Majeſty, and your Pri. 
vy Councell being by the Law the only proper Judges, to have liberty 
to ſend to your Friends the Gold and Silver of the Kingdom. 

Upon ſuch juſt Reaſons of State, as your Majeſty, and Privy 
Councell ſhall judy fit for the due relief of your Friends, . and Allies, 
to offend your Enemy, and defend your Imperiall Crown, and Dignity , 
and flrengthen your Friends, 

As 1) meen ELIZABETH ſeverall times afſiſled HENRY the 
Great King of France, your Majeſties Royall Grandfather, and the 
States of Holland, with vaſt ſums of Gold and Silver. 

The | ke Royall prerogative is in.the (rown, upon Petition of the 


\Merchants, ſetting forth their juſt Reaſons, and at your pleaſure your 


Majeſty to give them leave to ſend Forrei,n Gold and Silver either to 
the, Indies, or any part of ( briſtendom ; but ſo as your Majeſty, 
as all your Royall PredeceſSors, and your Privy ( ouncell being in 
Commiſſion by your Majeſty for that ſervice, are the only proper Judg - 
es of this buſineſſe, and have the Lock an4 Key to diſpence with the 
penall Statutes, to give leave to ſend ſomuch Gold and Siler of Fors 
reign Bullion, or the Coin of the Kingdom, as your Majeſty ſhall pleaſe 
in y0:r wiſdom for togrant, and to what Princegor Country, but not at 
the will of any other Perſon whomſoever, 

Your Petitioner humbly prayes upon my Knees, far your Majeſties 
honor for your Maeities ſafety, for the ſafety and greatneſs of all your 
Lords and Gentry, for the ſafety of q/l your People, that your Majeſty 
keep this Royall Truſt intire,and the Jame always in your Majeſty,and 
A} Jour 
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Gold and Silver is a Merchandize all over the World, in Jae; in King: es 
dams it is a Kingly Merchandize, and not tobe tranſported without > 


ings leave. What I bear ſay, I #pon my Knees ſubmi 
Sacred Majeſties mfg im nf et a 


Nevyemb. 8. 1660. (and fhall pray,exc.) 
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Councell, Theſe humbly preſent. 
May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, | 


that I underſtand ſome Merchants of Lendon,arc cn- 
deavouring to obtain an AR of Parliament, to 


day at Amſterdam, and ſeveral other Common- 
wealths in ChriFendome.” 


and tothe pg in general, as well as many others that are in 8; 
Commiſſion for the Regulating of Trade. ro topir. 


Ay Lords, I have bin writing on this Argument above this moneth, 
and ſhall be ready to preſent to his Majeſtic, and” his Privie Covncel 
(within this week.) a Paper that ſhall unfold the many miſchiefs and 
dangers the Merchants would expolethe King and the Kingdom into, 
hadthey this Powerintheir hands » the Merchants ſhovld they obtain 
this their defire, and remove this Truſt out of his Majeſtic and his Privy 
Councels Hands, tg be the only Iudges, to give leave to Merchants to 
tranſport Gold and Silver, would'rob the King of one of his greateſt 
Prerogatives, and Flowers of the Crown, which by rwenty Acs of 
Parliament and Proclamations, is only inveſted in the Kings Majeſtie, 
and his Privy Conncel; the granting the Mcrchants this ns, will 

ring 


Humbly preſume for to Acquaint your Lordſhips, 
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OJ f SE, make Gold and Silver a Merchandize, to tranſ- 
AD Zi port freely at their will and pleaſure, asit is atthis 
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ble, the Lord High © 
Chancellour of England, the Lord'Steward+# 7 
of his MatzsT1ss Houſhold, the L ord High — = 
Treaſurer of England, the Lord Roberts, all | 


of his MaizsTriEs moſt Honourable Privie 


My Lords, Tam none of the Councel or Committee for Trade, and Puri oE'-Þ 
ſoit may be preſumption in me to intermeddle, to fay any thing in this Locdthipy, T - 
bufincfle, but my Lords, a Stander by may ſee more inthe Game then fare ic ax 
the Gameſters: Tam no Lawyer, yet aumblic ſay, I knowrhis point agree < 
concerning the giving libertic to Merchants to tranſport money, and buri hope 
what the damage may beto his Majeſtic, to his Lotds of the Councel, ball nor” 
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RA (6) 
' bring an hundred inconveniences and miſchiefs to the King, Nobility, 
and Gentry, as I have at large to ſhew your Lordſhips andthe Privy 
Gouncel, andif I donotſatisfic his Majeſtic, your Lord(hips, and all 
his Privic Councel, of this that 1 ſay co be true, never let me have 
your Lordſhips good opinion, that I am either an honeſt man, or one 
that loves the Kings Safetic, Honour, and Greatneſſe, and the Hoour 
of his Privy Councel, | 

And therefore my moſt Humble Suit is to your Lordſhip, (my Lord 
Chanccllour) that if this bufineſſe be called on at the Councel of 
Trade, and your Lordlhipbe preſent there this day, as I hear you in- 
tend to be purpolely about this buſineſle, that your Lordſhip would be 
pleaſed, either ro pur off this buſineſſe for to have it wes. before the 
Kings Majeſtic, or his Privie Councel at hitehall ſometime next week, 
-in themean time [ ſhall be ready ro ſhew to your Lordſhip and the Pri? 
yy Councel, that it concerns his Majeſtic next to the 2litia, to conti- 
nue and keep this great Truſt inhis Majeſties Sacred hands, and inthe 
Power of his Privie Councel, and no other perſon by the Law, can 
or ought to have the Priviledge, to give leave to tranſport Gold and 
Silyer at their pleaſure, this being the ſoul of the 111itia, they that 


—_ .__  havethe money andthe Peoples purſes, have virtuaily the Command 


inall Common-wealths of the Government, let who will have the 
Title, the Bankers have the power ; and this priviledge is no where 
granted, but in Commonwealths, God defend England from the yery 
name of a Commonwealth, forthe Tragedies which were lately ated 
by ſome Merchants in England. x 

When we had no King in this our 1/-ael, they have robbed the King- 
dome of all the Gold, aud ſo now would work iniquity by a Law , bur 
by Gods Aſſiſtance, I will dife&tthem, andlay the danger opea to his 
Majeſtic, your Lord(hip, and the Kings moſt Honourable Privie Coun- 
cel, and ſtand or fall by your righteous Judgement,” humbly praying 
for his Majeſtics Safety, Honour and Service, that no furtaer proceed- 
ing in this great buſtneſle be argued, bur before his Majeſtie, and his 
moſt prudent Privic Councel, within leſſe then a week I ſhill be ready 
with my Reaſons for what I ſay, ro ſhew your Lordſhip, that ſo all the 
Lovers of the King might be (arisfied of the Damage and Danger -of 
removing this great Truſt, out of his Majeſtics and his Privy Councels, 
Hands. So I humbly reſt 

Novemb.27.1660, Your Lordſhips Humble Seryanr 
THo. VIOLET. 
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For the Right Honourable the LORD CHANCELLOUR. 


AMay it pleaſe your Lordſhip ts give Order, That no further proceedings in 
this buſineſs be,but before, His M ajeſty and his PrivyCouncil atWhite-hall, 
and if His Majeſty and Privy Council give judgement againſt what I ſay to 
be true, 1will loſe my life, when they hear this buſineſs examined. 


- 


Hereas the Merchants of Londop are endeavouring to getan 
AQ of Parliament,to have liberty ro export Gold and Sil- 
©... ver freely without the Kings Majeſties and his moſt Honou- 
rable Privy Councils leave, I humbly propound, for His Majeſties ſer» 
viceand the ſafety,and honour of his Majeſty, that theſe humble Propo- 
{als might be conſidered of before any further proceedings on that buſi» 
neſs be made, That his Majeſty and his honourable Privy Council be 
pleaſed co keep intize in their own hands the Licencing of all Gold and 
| Silver after it is imported into this Kingdom, to be exported or Coined, 
| as they ſhall ſee juſt cauſe, for the ſafery of the Nation, and ſafery and 
honour of his Majeſty and the Lords of his Council, and the ſafety and 
benefit of all his Majeftics Subjeas of what condition ſoever z and be. 
ing (ctled inthe Crown ſo many hundred years by As of Parliament, 
as I ſhall prove it, this great and Sacred truſt be no way altered, eſpeci- 
ally at this Juncure of time, this Kingdorp being robbed of almoſt all 
its Gold and a great part of the Silyer Coin, for the private profit of - 
particular perſons, to the weakning of the Nation and the deſtruction 
off Tradezthis Royal truſt being oe of the prime flowers of the Crown, 
and the very ſoul of the Militia, and it a right inherent onely inthe 
King and his Privy Council, and there onely depoſited for many hun- 
dreds of Years;whereby the King(only)by the Law can give leave and 
licence to tranſport Gold and Silver afrer it is imported into the King” 
dom ; and thatif you ever ſuffer this Roial cruſt tro be managed by the 
Merchant, and ſuffer all perſons by A& of Pailiament to be free to 
cranſport Gold or Silver, cither in Coin or Bullion, after it is imported 
and landed in England. | | 
You takeaway one of the principal Prerogatives and flowers of the 
Crown, deſtroying his Majclties Mint in the om of London, ang 
ay 
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a groundto make new diſturbances, and leave the Nation. wea' and na- 
kedof all Gold and Silver. Ye oat Re 90 

Thegranting the Merchants this, power they deſire, will bring 2 thou- 
ſand miſchicfs both on the King and Kingdom, which God detend, Tn 
all ages, till theſe Phanatick daies, the Gold and Silver afterit was 
landed in the Kingdojn, was held'the Blood” and Sinews of War and 
Peacc,the Militia and ſtrength of the Kingdoro, | 

T ſhall humbly preſent unto you theſe following Reaſons for keeping 

this power intire in your Majeſty and Privy Council, and theKing, Lords, 
and Commons cannot be ſafeto ſuffer any other perſon , upon any pre. 
rence whatſoever of the Crafty Merchant, to havethe diſpoſals ar their 
will, and for their private lucre- to have the power by Ad of Parlia- 
ment, to franſport Gold or Silvereither to the 1adies, or other forraign 
Countrics, or to any part of Chriſtendom. 

Without yourMajeſties licence and order to take an exact account of 
what quantity of Gold or Silver is tranſported, ro what Country, the 
Ship, with the Ships maſters name, either to the 7zates, or any forraign 
Princes Country in Chriſtendom, or to any Srate, or Commonwealth ; 
that ſo upon reaſons of State, they may either ialarg his Licences rothe 
Merchant , or ſtraighten them according as the King and his Privy 
Council in their great wiſdom ſhall think fit. 

Your Majeſty and Privy Council ever having regard that the King- 
dome haye alwayes ſuch plenty of Gold and Silver as may be for the 
honour of the King,and ſafety of the pzople, and to maintain Trade and 
 Comerce inthe Kingdom, to pay Rents, Cuſtoms, Exciſc,and Subſidies, 
to be a ſtrength and an honour to the Kingdom, and the King and his 
Privy Council to take the care to hinder Gold and Silver to be tranſ- 
ported to the Kings enemies. - 

And of all and every part of theſe Heads andBranches,and real Prero- 
oatives; in all Ages the King , and rone but the King, and his Priv 
Council,by Ads of Parliament, arethe onely proper Tudges at theic 
will, diſcretion and pleaſure, for the: ſafety of the Kingdom , and 
no other perſon whatſoever. 

Upon the ſeveralReaſons of the Merchants to hisMajeſty and his pri- 
vy Council, :and upon their petition and requeſt,the King can diſpence 
with the penalty of the Law, and give the Merchant licence to tranl- 

t onely ſuch quantities of Gold or. Silver, cither forraign Coin or ' 

ts, or the currant Coin of the Kingdom,cither in Gold or Silver, - | 
ene 
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the King and his privy Council Thall rhink fic, for to carry an the Mers 

chants trade in Chriſtendom, and out of Chtiſtendom, to (trengthen his + 
Majeftiesfriends,and offend his foeszand this is an undoubted right of his 
Majeſties Crown, and cannot be diſpenced with, or depoſited into the 
Merchants hands, or any cther SubjeRs, cither Lords ſpiritual or tem- 
poral, but tothe diſhonour of his Majeſty and all the good people of 
the Kingdom , 1 do humbly proye it true for theſe Reaſons follow- 
ing. 

If any perſon,of what degree ſoever,tranſport-Gold or Silyer without 
the Kings licence, the Laws and Statutes heretofore hath made ir Felo- 
ny , both for Biſhops, Noblemen, or Commons, as I ſhall ſhew by the 
St atutes hereafter following , afterwards a premunire, and at this day 
forfeiture and impriſonment during the Kings pleaſure, viz. 9 Edward 
3. 2 Henry 4,cap.4, 2Henry 6, cap. 6. 18.Edw. 4, 1Hemy8. 5 and 6 
of Eaw, 6, | 

When the Kings Majeſty hath War with any Prince, by the Law 
the Kirg may prohibit the Merchant to export Corn, Armes, + Ammu- 
nition to them, or any other Commoditics: the Law provides the pro- 
hibicing the exporrations of Woo, Fullers earth, and Timber, as be- 
ing deſtructive to the Nation, wh 

Gold and Silyer by the Law 1s free for any man to import, at what 
place he pleaſe toland it, without paying any Duty or Cuſtome, the 
reaſon whereof is, that the 2zerchant is obliged ro Coin it, and upon the 

Coinage the King hath his duty paid,but once being landed it canndt be - 
tranſported but with leave from his 2ajeſty, or the forfeiture being tas 

ken, and the party claiming the Gold and Silver fo taken 'on ſhipboard, 
to be commicted to priſ8h withour Bail, till the King or his privy Coun» 

cil pleaſe to diſcharge him : This is the Law, this the Cuſtome;, before 

riieſe mad Phanarick Cates that we had no King in !ſ/ael, 4 

And this in all Ages was the praQtice both in your Exchequer ihd the 

Star chamber,for otherwiſe theMerchant, for his privare profit would 
ſend 21] the Gold and Silver ont of rre Nation,and make the Kings pto- 3 

clamation wait vpon the Merchants Fxcharge, as at this day it is with _. 7 

the Gold : The Merchants and fome Golcſtniths have raiſed Gold a- ie 

bove the Kings proclamation : may it pleaſe your Majeſty, we want a 
Star chamber topuniſh them, TI humbly leave it to conſideration, no 
Gold to be had under one fhillirg ſix pence in twenty ſhillings, more 

then ſilver z I humbly pray an A& might pals this preſent Parliametit 

againſt this abuſe of the GoldCoin, and ſeveral other abuſes and cheats 
Fx pur 
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the Nobility and Gentry by che adulterating and undue making 
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.. . bycourſe flight adulterate Gold and Silver,and by putting a ſlight body 


of Silver on a great threed of filk,to the damage of this Nation, above 
fifty thouſand pound @ year, as I will prove it to your Majeſty 
and your Privy Council, and this is done for want of a Regulation 
of the Work- maſters and Work men inZendos that makeGold and Silver 
Lace, without an Effay, or Fineneſle, or proportion of Silver to Silk. 

I humbly defire your Lordſhips to confider what a loſs the King will 
have in his Cuſtomes, to ſuffer Gold and Silver to be exported at the 
pleaſure ofthe Merchant, and payno Cuſtome,z here will be, for the 
-proficof particular Aferchams, a Trade driven both inwards and out- 
wards, andthe King have neither Exciſe nor Cuſtome , for all che 
World knows, Gold and filver payes no duty inwards, it is free to be 
imported at the pleaſure of the Mcrchant, when and how, and where 
he pleaſe, for the reaſors aboveſaid : 

And if you give the Merchant Icave ro tranſport the Gold and Silver 
freely he imports, what is the King the better by this Trade of the Mer- 
chants, either inwards or outwards ? let this be granted to the Mer- 
chants,to ſend out Silver and Gold freely,for their private profir,and in a 
_ they will leave neither Gold nor Silver in the Nation. 

ay it pleaſe your Majeſty, It is profit that is ſome Merchants guide, 
not honour, northe ſafety of the Nation, and this is moſt apparent by 
ſome mens acions and demands, touching this great bulineſſe, The 
ing will loſe in pointof His Exciſe, and Cuſtoms, for if the Merchant 
inveſt his Silver and Gold in Merchandics, the King hath thereby His 
Exciſe and Cuftoms : the King will loſe in point of His Mintage, if no 
money be coyned;no profit by coynage:this hath made the Miot, a great 
part of their Work- houſes fall down: It is for the Kings honour to have 
= Kingdoms full of Gold and Silver, for His, and the SubjeRs de. 
fence. 

And if this Fanatick projeR ſhould take, the King loſes one of the 
principal prerogatives of His Crown, and Dignity, for thoſe that have 
= command of the peoples purſes, have the principal part of the M'- 

1:4. | | 
This is a Common-wealth trick, but tends to the undoing of a King, 
nall Coucatries where the Merchants can ſet up a banck, and tranſport 
money freely, as at Amſterdam, have not theſe men the command of the 
A:l;tia, rhey are the peoplesPrinces, and virtually theBanckers have the 
power 


the Title, the Prinec of 074nge, and the Duke of Yenice, &c. but the 
Banker, and the hogan mogan Merchants have the power. | 
The reaſon is clear, they have got the people by the money, and leave 


E hem nothing but ſome Stivers, and baſe money to buy vicuals, and 


indeed the people have nothing but apaper credit, in a Kingdome the 
Merchants will never pur up a banck, leaſt the King ſhould ſeize on ir 
all, chey will not allow a King to do that they praQice. 

And I humbly ſay, it is not for the ſafety of the King, nor Lords, to 
letthe Merchants have liberty to tranſport Silver or Gold at their plea- 
ſure,to forreign Bancks, and Common-wealths, leaſt the Merchants in a 
year or two put the ſame trick on the King, and Kingdom, forall their 
current Silver, as at this day they have done for all the Gold of the Na- 
tion. Let the greatnefſe of the Merchane be as a Hand-maid to the 
Kings greatnefſe, and ever ſubordinate to the King. | 

| Orelſe a confederation of twenty Merchants and Goldſmiths, ſhall 
make the Engliſh ſhilling, in ſpite of the Kings Proclamation,and againſt 
His Crown, and Dignity, and in deſpite of an AR of Parliament, to go 
for13.d. every Engliſh ſhilling,twenty ſhillings, for twenty one ſhil - 
lings cight pence, let bur the Merchants make Silver a Merchandize, 
as the Goldſmiths and Merchants have already done Gold. 

I beſeech your Majeſty to obſerv yourRoyalFather of blefſed memory, 
never did by His Proclamation, or at his Mint in the Tower, raiſe the 
Gold coincd at above twenty ſhillings a peece in payment. Doth nor the 
Statute 5 .and 6. of Faw. the fixth,make it forfeiture of the value,for any 
perſon whomſoever, to utter, or put off Gold or Silver money atabove 
the Kings Proclamation, and impriſonment during the Kings pleaſure? 


Do not above ten P roclamations ſay the ſame ? this is the known Lay. + 


Yeratthis day, by the confederation of ſome Merchants and Gold- 
ſmiths, in ſpite of this Law and P roclamations, for the Merchants and 
Goldſmiths private profit, the current Gold is not by any perſon to be 
had,atwenty ſhilling peece under 21.5.4.d, 21,5. 6.d. 21,$.8.9. 

Your Majeſty ſhall receive a hundred chouſand pounds in Silver, and 
not hayc a twenty ſhilling peece in Gold in a payment inthe Exchequer: 
Whatis the reaſon the Merchants and Goldſmiths have made it a Mer- 
chandize?they have againft your Majeſties Lawes, 'to your weakning , 
and diſhonour, and againſt your Majeſties Imperial Crown, and Dignt- 
ty, robbed You, and the Kingdom, of all the Gold; broke your Royal 
Statutes and P roclamations, beggered your Majeſtics Mint. Ap 
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power, riches, and ſtrength of the Common. wealth, let who will have: 2 
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: ieentioulnelſe, areſo bold to defire toſteal one of the prime Flowers 
out of your Majeſtics Croyn. | 


- - attheir will tranſportGold andSilver,attheir pleafure;they will (it they 
_ couldeet this great power into their hands )leave neitherGold norSilver 
10 the Nation. but light and clip money, groats, ninepences,and thic- 
teenpence-half. pennies; let this be but taken notice of, how theMetrchants 
have robbed your Royal Father, your Majeſty, and the whole Kingdom, 
of the currant Gold of the Nation. 

And then I humbly leave it to your Majeſties wiſdom to conſider 
what a projed this is, tending to the weakning of your Majeſty, and 
Kingdom. 

Theſe mea that have tranſported the Gold and Silyer of the King. 
dom already, without your Majeſtics leave, and againſt the Law, are 
grown monſtrous rich many of them by tranſporting all the Gold 
of the Nation, and moſt of the Silver. 

And now their riches makes them ſo bold, thinking to bribe out all 
buſineſſe,as formerly they did in the Rump P arliament;they would work 
iniquity by a Law, if your Sacred Majeſty, or your privy Councellots 

" ſhould ever permit them, .to the ruine and damage of the whole 
Kingdom, to gratify the greedy avarice of ſome Merchants, whoſe co- 
vetouſneſſe. will never be ſatisfied; gaia is their godlinefle,and not god- 
lineſle their gain. | 

May it pleaſe your Majeſty, your Royall Grandfather, and Father, 
King Jamss and King Cnanr es s of bleſſed memory, gave a ſtop 
to this miſchic? of tranſporting Gold, by bringing ſome of the Mer- 
chants of Zondoy, thattranſported Gold and Silver into forreign parts, 
into the Star Chamber in the years 1619, Sir William Cartine, Sir Peter 
Yanlor, Mr, Delabar, Sir Moſes Trian,and ſome twenty more were fined in 
the Star Chamber at near two hundred thouſand pounds, and paid King 
Jaws into his Exchequer, for their compoſition, abour one hundred 
thouſand pounds;this ſentencegave a ſtop to the tranſporters ofGold,and 
upon this ſentence, ſhortly after the Mint flouriſhed, 

Your Majeſties Royal Father,inthe year 1635. King Cuarins of 
bleſſed memory, commanded me your Majeſties Humble and Loyall 
Subje8, to diſcover all ſuch as tranſported Gold or Silver without His 
leave. I have the Kings Majeſties Gracious Letter ro me of thanks for 
my good and acceptable Service, under His Majeſties Royal ee and 
ignct 


- » Whichis by having an AR of P arliament,rhat they might freely, and 
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' Signet, for diſcovering the RI... of Gold and Silver, which Eew - _ © 
ter Thave-ready to proguce to-your Sacred Majeſty,  Fcauſedthe rranſ- * - - 7 
porters of Gold at my own charge to be fined 24100 pounds, I cauſed 16;8. Oo Tang lE: 
upon command of his lat: Majeſty to be filed in the -Exchequer'in \brought me you Þ. 
164.8, as will appear on Record at this day, above a hun= putcncommand + 
dred ſeyeral informations againſt the Tranſporters of Gold and Silver, ep the TSS A 
at my charge many huncred pounds, I know the men and their inſtru porters of Gold © 
ments at this day as well as I know my right hand from my left, I cau- nowirbitandi 7 


ſed an exception,to have all the Tranſporters of Gold excepted out of Mien 2 
the general pardon granted by the Parliament in the year 1651, as will bid me dis. - 
appear in the Ac, 1 put inan exception to have had it:cxcepted in Lis porter aof Gala 8 
Majeſtics general pardon 1660, but there was ſo many guilty perſons majeſty bend * 
that had tranſported Gold and Silver out of the Kingdom , thar I could fit gpponten * 
not get it put into theBill to have thele offences excepted, whereby your i :64%maa< © 
Majeſty loſt one hundred thouſand pounds, had | got it excepted out of eſtates in Goldy 
yourMajeſties pardon,there was abovean hundredMerchanrs andGold: tem ticomes, 
{michs that have proof againſt, for tranſportingGold andsilver,and rob- mime knows 
bing theKingdom ofMilltons of money;if your Majeſty pleaſe, wil give they robbedthom 
your Privy Council a pcrfe&t lift of their Nameswho tranſported Gold: ”N -Y 
Silver,that ſhould have paid yourMajelty one hundredthoulan4 pounds, 
and thank6o0d they eſcaped {o tooz[T have all the charge againſt them,and 
the informations in the Exchequer is now on Record, and inſormations 
filed, tothe juſt value ot fix hundred and fifty rhoufand/ponnds. ._ * 

This buſineſs I ated, by commandof his late Majeſty: of blefſed 
memory, and did lay out of my Purſe theſum of nineteen hundredand 
ſixty pounds in diſcovery of the tranſporters of Gold in one thouſand 
ſix hundred thirty fix, and had not your Majeſty pardoned the offen- 
ders, I would not for my ſhare have taken twenty thouſaud pounds of 
them. 

I have it under your Majcſties RoyalFathers hand and fignet fromOx- 
ford, that he would pay me for my great good and acceptable ſervice in 
diſcovering the tranſporters of Gold, RP | 

This true accountT humbly give your Majefty, ro ſhew there is no 
man in the Kivglom can diſcover the tranſporters of Gold ſo well as 
my ſelf ; I know them as well as the Beggar knows his Diſh , and this 
is done by intelligence. 

I was for {eyen years commanded by his late Majeſty togive a ſtop to 
the tranſporting of Gold and Silyer, and I did effeRir, as appears by 


your Royal Fathers Letter, ready to be produced to your Majeſty, 


—— 
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Herefolloweth your Majeſties Royal Fathers Letter verbatim, 
Viz. | 


Charles R. 


"Ruſtic and Wel-beloved, We Greet you well, Whereas We have 
'F formerly imployed you for the Diſcoverie of all ſuch as Tranſ- 
ported Gold and Silver Coin beyond the Seas, and all ſuch likewiſe who 
contrarie to the Laws, and for their Own private gain, have melted 
down great quantities of Silver, Wherem We acknowledg you didUs 
good and acceptable ſervice, for which (when God ſhall enable Us) We 
do hereby promiſe to give you Full ſatisfaFftion. And for that We- 
underſtand that you are preſſed by Our Two Houſes of Parliament to 
proceed in the ſaid Diſcoverie, We do hereby ſtrittly Command you that 
you intermeddle no further therein, wit hout Our ſpecial DireFion, As 

will anſwer the contratie at your peril, And for ſo doing, this ſhall 
= Jour  ſufficiens Warrant. Given at Our Conrt at Oxtord, 
the nineteenth day of November 1643.in the nineteenth year of Our 


Reagn, Cc. 


By His Majeftie's Command, 
GEeoRGE D1icosBie. 


_ ToOurTruſftic and Well-beloved Thomas Vieet Goldſiaith in Zowdey. 


If 
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I&your Majeſtic will be pleaſed x: this time to command me to Catch 
theſe Moles that work under ground, the Tranſporters of Gold and Sil- 
ver, and will Graciouſly Impower me with a Commiſſion, and War- 
rants to do the ſame, I will undertake ro ſer your Majeſties Mint on 
work again, and ſtop the Tranſporting of Gold and Silver, 

Vaſt ſumsof Mony is Tranſported daily,both Gold andsilver, which, 
if not intime prevented by your Majeſtic, and your Majefties Hono- 
rable, and Prudent Councel, will weaken, and deſtroy your Majeſtie,and 
the Nobility,and the Commonalty in gencral,to make a few Merchants, 
If it be your Majeſties, and the Lords of your Councels pleaſure, to 
impower me to do it, I will (by Gods affiſtance) remove the obſtructi. 
ons of the Mint . 

May it pleaſe your Majeſtie, I ſhall humbly deſire, before any further 
progreſie of this buſi neſle be made,concerning the giving the Merchants 
leave to tranſport Gold or Silver, That by your Majeſties eſpecial Com- 
mand, a ſele&t Committee of Merchants may meer, with ſome of the 
Officers of your Majeſties Mint,and my ſelf,and that we may be order- 
ed ro make a true Calculation of all Forrcizn Coins, both Gold and 
Silver, what every Coin will make, being its full weight, inthe Tower of 
London,8& that we {end for over from beyond the Seas Placcarts,Edids, 
and Proclamations, of Forreign Countries; And that a Jury of Arteſts 
be commind:d upon Oath, to make a true Report how they tind Gojd 
and Silver over- valuzd in other Countries, and report as neer as they can 
the juſt and true Standard in Forreign Mints, what proportion they hold 
to the Mint of theTower of London, When this is done,to conſider of what 
waies and means they uſe to keep their Mints on work,that ſuch waies as 
may be advantageous for ſetting your Majeſties Mint on work, may be 
obſ{crved to prevent former abuſes. That the waies and means how theſe 
Differences, Standards, may be rectified beyond Seas, and all Standards 
reduced toa pair, and equalitie with Emg/and, and this Miſterie un- 
foulded truly to your Majeſtie after the eflay by fire and water. 

And ſo when this bufineſſe, which is very weighrtie, is truly, and 
rightly ſtated by the Eſſay, Fineneſſe, and Weight, and is ſtrictly, and 
exadly ſtated to your Majeſtic, and your Privy Councel, then may it 
pleaſe your Majeſtie, by, and withthe advice of your Pcivy Councel, - 
{uch waies may be concluded on, as your Majeſtic in your great wiſdom 
with advice of your Privy Council ſhall judge beſt for your itrvice. 

They being truly informed both by your judicious Merchants, and 


the Warden; Maſter, and COIN of the Mint,being affiſted wh : 
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Jarie of Arreſt to make Efſay upon Oath. By this way Lhumbly ſay, the 
whole truth of this bufinefle will be found out. © 4 -- 
The Law ſaith that Gold, and Silver, and Corne, and a mans Houſe * 
45 every mans own, to have # propriety in it to makeuſe of. berween 
party and party, but not todeſtroy the propriety, but he is finable by 
theLaw-a man cannot lawfully burn his ownHonlſe,burn his ownCorne, 
Tranſport his own money, butit is finable; and this was uſcd inthe Star 
Chamber by the Atturny Banks, and the King's Councel at Law, as an 
Argument againſt the /Tranſpotters of Gold, in the Twelfth year of 
King Cnaxtes inthe Star Chamber, when proſecuted the Tranſr 
porters of Gold and Silyer, by command of tne late King Cuaries, 

T had disburſed in caufrag the Tranſporters of Gold and Silver to be 
fined in the Star Chamber 24100l. at my charge 1960l. and never as yet 
had petify for that ſervice, This very ſentence kept the Gold and Sil- 
ver in the Nation, till the beginning of the late War 1643. For which 
Service your Royal Father gave me thanks as aforeſaid, but as yet never 
had penny of Money for doing that Service. 

May it pleaſe your Majeſtie, whoſoever goes about to take the prero- 
$itive out of your Majeſties, and your Privy Councels hands, of hin» 
&ring the Tranſportivg Gold and Silver without your Majcſties licence; 
I humbly ſay it is a Jefuirical, Fanarick defign, under the ſpecious pre- 
tence of Freedom of Trade,to rob your Majcſtie,and your Privy Coun- 
cel, of the priviledg of —_— in the Treaſure, and Wealth of this 
Kingdom, weakning your Majcitic, and your Privy Councel, and your 
Royal Preropative, teaving the Wealth, and Treaſure of this Kingdom, 
in Gold and Silver, to be guided by the covetous defire of ſome Mer- 
chamrs,many of them care not two pence for the ſafety of the Common- 
wealth, ſo they, and their private Families grow rich. . I humbly ſay ir is 
a preſunaptuous motion of ſome hor headed Merchants, that would by 
crafty and fly pretences rob your Majeſtic of chat which is next to the 
Militia of the Kingdom, nay, itis the yery ſoul of the Militia, Gol a1d 
Silyer,get to be Maſter of that, any man may get Shipping, Armes, Mo- 
ney, and any thing to make a diſturbance inthe Kingdom, 

v- re lately ſee upon what ſlic pretences the Sword was wrung out of 
our Majeftics Royal Fathers Hands ; he that caſt hjs eye upon any of 
the Flowgrs of ybur Majeſties Tmaperial Crown, with intent to take 

m out either by fraud or force, let themfall as Corah, Dathan and 4- 

jram, and let their end belike Arbirophels, whoſcek to rob your Royal 


Majcſtic of this your jaſt- Prerogative, aka 
A, n 


| Wrs 
And this l here humbly ſay,1 will with my life maiatain before your 
Majeſtie,and your Privy Councel, and the Parliament or Committce of 
Trade : And theſe following Statutes, Lawes and Proclamations are 
my ProteRion, and Warrant for what I humbly ſay. 
1. A Proclamation againſt giving far Gold, more then it is currant. 
al. July, 17;Jacob. | 
2. A Proclamation agaipit melting, and culling heavy Engliſh Money, 
13-May. 9.Jacob, | | 
3. 4 Proclamation ag4inſs buying and felling Gold and Silver at hngh- 
er Priſes thes the Mint. 14 May, 1.Jacob. 
4: A Proclamation azainſt Tranſporting of Gold, 23.May 1. Jae 
cob. | 
5. A Proclamation againſt Profit for Gold and Silver, . Andmeting 
Engliſh Money. Aud ts prevent the abuſes and waſt, in making Gold 
and Silver Threed, and Laces. 4.Feb. 3.Caroli. me 
6. 4 Proclamation againſt Tranſporting Gold and Silver, and melting 
down the Currant Silver Coins of the Nation, for Plate, or Gold, or Silver 
Threed, 15.May. 3.Carolus. | 
- May it pleaſe your Majeſtie, to obſerve with what care the wiſdom 
of former Parliaments intruſted the Kings of England, and their Privy 
Councel, to keep carcfull watch that the Gold and Silver once import- 
ed into this Nation, ſhould be converted into Coin, for the Strength 
and Honour of the Kingdom; thatthoſe that did Tranſport Gold and 
Silver without the King's Licence, were Felons. And in the Tryall ig 
the Star- Chamber, 12. Caroli Primi, which I followed by Order of his 
late Majeſtic of bleſſed memory. The Atturney- General Banks,and the 
King's Councel,read many Preſidents,wherein the Tranſporters of Gold 
= 3ilyer had: judgment, and ſuffered execution of death, as 
CLONS, ; 
Your Majcſtie will finde tranſporting Gold or Silver without the 
Kings licence to be Fclony, and by ſeveral Acts of Parliament, 17 Zaw, 
the 4. and the 4 Henry, cap. 13, And Ihumbly conceive the Kingdom 
is in as great ſcarcity of Gold and Silver now as it was then, for aþ 
moſt all the Goldand Silver istranſported without the Kings licence by 
the diſtorbance of the late War, andnow ſome Merchants. are grown 
ſopreſumptuous,that they would have an AR of Parliament.co make. jc 
fo be at the will of theMerchants to tranſport what Gold orSilver freely 
they pleaſe without licence from the King, it were better tor the King- 


dom that theſe thar go abont to as” Cat from the. Kiog, 
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| 18) 
were blind, rather then the reſt of the Kingdom ſhoukd'ever /fee that 
day theſe Merchants ſhould have their will, Stat. 9. dw, the 3. againft 
the tranſporting of Gold or Silver without the Kings licence, . or the 
melting down the currant filver coin by Gold\{miths or others into plate 
Stat.2.Hen.4.cap.4. EPs | | 
No perfon ought to preſumeto rranſport Gold or Silver either. in 
coin or bulion, upon pain of forfeiture of as much as they might, which 
I rake to be lives and eſtates. | 

2 Henry 6.cap.6, Upon a gan complaint made in Parliament, 
That great ſums of gold and filyer was tranſported without the Kings li- 
ccnceout of this Kingdom, it was ordered and enated, That no gold. 
or filver ſhould be tranſported out of the Realm , and becauſe it is ſup- 
poſed the gold and filver istranſported by Merchant aliens, it is order- 
ed, That the Mercheant aliens ſhall find ſecurity inthe Chancery thar 
they ſhall not tranſport the gold or filver monies out of the Kingdom 
upon pain of forfeiture of the ſum or value, and if any do contrary and 
that duly proved, his pledges ſhall pay the forfeiture, though the Mer- 
chant ſtranger be gone beyond the Seas: If this Law had been putin ex. 
ecutionthis laſt twenty years, the Kingdom had had millions of gold 
and filver, which it is now robbed of, and the offenders are now grown 
ſoimpudentto hope to getan Act of Parliament to rob the kingdom of 
all the go!dand filver, as the greedy Merchant ſhall find and {ee his op. 
portunity to ſend away what gold and filver they pleaſe, without the 
Kings majeſty or his privy Councils licence for the tucure. 

13 Edw, the 4. No perſon to carry gold or filver, or jewels out of the 
kingdom upon pain of Felony. 

x Henrythe 8. cap. 13, An AR made that whoſoever ſhill carry any 

Id or filyer out of the Realm without the Kings licence, ſhall forteit 
double the value. 

The 3th. and 6th. of Zdwardthe 6th. cap.'16. An AR touching the 
exchange of gold or filyer, that whoſoever gave more for gold or fil- 
ver, then it is or ſhall be declared by the Kings Proclamation, ſhall ſuf- 
fer impriſonment for the ſpace of a year, and make fine at the Kings 
pleaſure, the one moity to his Majeſty , and the othes.moity to the Par- 
tie , that ſhall ſeizetheſame, or will ſue for it by the. Bill of infor: 
mation s were the Gold-ſmichs of Loxdon ſucd on this Statute it would 
ruine moſt of them. . Had not the Act of Oblivion pardoned them, 
but that gives them no licence or protection now at this day to aas 
they do, to ſel] gold for 2x and 22 ſhillings for a Twenty ſhilling peice. 

- ; Till 
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| x9) 
Till this be remedied ard the A, for the price of gold ſet by your 
Mijeſtic, the Mint will never coin gold to any conſiderable quan- 
tity. 
If this defire of the Merchants ſhould go on, the Kingdom of 'Zgland 
which in all Kings raignsabounded with gold and filver, and famous 
tor their pound terlings, the true guide and meaſure of our monies will 
be put touſe the Rooking tricks of the Bankers of Amſterdam, and other 
Commonwealths. | | 

Feed the people wich a paper credit and the Merchants haveall the 
peoples money ; [I beleech your Majeſty to conſider of this monſtrous 
deſign and propoſals of the Merchants,ſhould by your Majeſty begran- 
ted, which God defend, in whole hands your Majeſty diſpoſeth the Mi- 
litia of the kingdom, even truly your Majeſty would ſurrenderrhe Mili- 
tia of the kingom into the Merchants power, | 

To ſend away all the treaſure of the kingdom , by which means, 
they will ſo fetterand impoveriſh the people of the kingdom, that 4 
when your Majeſtics loving Subjects would give you aid by conſentof "* 
Parliament, they have no monies to do it but ar the Merchants plea- 4 
ſure, who will be the onely Judges of the price they ſhall pay by ex- 
_ changing, and the quantity in coin they will pleafe to let the peo- 
ple have. 

Should the Parliament now grant your Majeſty a paiment of a hun« 
dred thouſand pounds incoined Eregliſh gold , ar twenty ſhillings the 
peice of gold, according tothe Lawes and Statutes and your royal Fa- 
chers Proclamation, which forbids all cither Forreigners or Natives 
whomſoever, to pay, give, or utter the currant coins of gold or filver 
at above the Kings proclamation, upon pain of forfeiture and impriſons- 
ment during the Kings pleaſure. See the. Statute law 5, 6, Edward 6. 
Yet for all your Aaieſties lawes and proclamations, your 2aicſty nor 
the Parliament ſhall not reccive a hundred thouſand pounds ingold ora 
hundred pound, burat the Merchants price , viz. 21 ſbill. 4 pence, 21 
ſhill. 6 pence, 21 ſhil}, $ pence, 22 ſhill. fora twenty ſhillings piece 6f 
gold. This is donein contemptof your Majeſty andthe law,becauſe the 
Merchants have gotall the coincdgold into their hands, and tranſport- 
edit to forrajzn parts, and they will not let it come back again but at 
their pleaſure and price make filver a free merchandize , the merchants 
will guide the prize and ſend it all away, to the deſtryuQion of your Ma= 
ieſtics 221nt, | | 
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"The Merchantsof Zondon, had they this þowet they defire, would 
by tricks, cither by Security or Exchange, get all the Gold and Silycr 
into their hands. 
And then 1 tremble to think what will follow, if the Merchants be 


Afaſters of all the money : your Majeſtics Fleet will lie at Chatham, ar - 


Portſmouth, &c. and no moneys to be raiſed, but at the will of cheir Ban- 
kersz Yourpeoplcin Parliament ſhall grant your Majeſtics Sublidies, 
and when it comes to be paid, they have no money but what is in the 
Merchants Banks, or upon the Mercharts Security, they having gotten 
into their hands all the money. | 

Altthe world knows, the whole ftock of the money of the King- 
dom, isto be diſpoſed of by the credit of the City of London; the City 
of London gives the Rule ro the Kingdom, and the Merchant of Zoz- 
dox for credit upon money rules the City, now if your Majcſtie ſhould 
putthis power into the Merchants hands, to tranſport Gold and Silver 
at their pleaſure, it would be a ready way to {ee the late Tragedies act- 
ed over again; and it isgranted by all perſons, rhat Gold' and Silver 
commandeth all things; if your Majeftie ſhould part withthis Royal 
Prerogative , I humbly defire your Majeſtic, upon my knees, to con- 
fider where you will lodge this great Jewel, which is the quintefſence 
of the M/{1tia:1 humbly ſay many Merchants of Londep are recovered but 
lately out of the madneſs of a dangerous Rebellion, and wiſe men uſe to 
watch ſuch as have been once frenzie afterwards in all their ations, leſt 


being let goe at their own plcafurethey one time or another do either 


themſelves or ſome others a miſcheit ; this I now humbly ſay, isro 
. preſcrye your Majeſtics Greatneſs, Honour, and ſafety of your 244jeſty, 
© and your moſt honourable P rivy Council. 

I ſtudy not to pleaſe ſome Merchants, but to ferve your Majeſtic in 
truly ſtating this buſineſs, I being formerly imploicd im this fervice by 
yourRoyal Father he would haye belicycd me inthis point,and concern- 
I rw ofGold and Silver lace,and removing the obſtruaions 
of the Mint for ſeven years. 1 had the onely care of this buſineſs by his 
Majcftics order,to prevent the tranſporting Gold or Silver, 

If your Majeſtic ſuffer the Merchants to obraia this their defire, all the 
paiments of the Kingdom will be unfixed, and your Majcſties Subjedts 
will have no money left but Groars, and ſome odd monies, to buy But- 
ter and Eggs; the Tenants muſt pay their Rents after the Barbarious 
wayin Scortany, in Boules of Corne, and Chaldrons of Viaualls, 


Cates, Horſes, Cowes, and Sheep. Your Mijeſties Privy PR 
an 
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and your great Lords,and Gentry,muſt truck with their Tenants inffead 
of a thouſand pound Sterling, to be paid them in current Gold and Sil- 
ver, according to 20.5. the pound Sterling for Gold, they muſt ar this 
day pay 21.5. 6.d. if they will have a twentie ſhillings peecez is nor this 
a wrong and cimunition to all the Lords in Exc awd, ſeven pound ten 
ſhillings in the hundred, in all the Reats they are out of by Leaſe, 

But let Silver be madea free Merchandize,to Tranſport ar their plea- 
ſure. without your Majeſties leaye, farewell all Land-Lords paymemts in 
money (then, which God defend your Majeſtic ſhould expoſe all the 
Nobilictie to beat the will of rhe Merchants, for to receive either ther 
Rent in Money or Ware.) All payments in Silver will raiſe the price of 
your Engliſh ſhilling ſhall be ſet againſt your Majeſties Crown, and 
Dignitie by the Merchant, as at this day, all the world know they have 
preſumed without your Majeſties leave,and againſt your Lawes,tzo ſend 
away all your Mijeſties current GoJd of the Nation, and to. make it.a: 
Merchandize here in Lowdey, in cofitempt, deſpite, and affront of your 
Majeſtie, the Parliament, and your Majeſties Lawes and Statutes, and 
now are fo brazen Fac'd, that they look, and ſuc to have libertie ro 
rob the King of this great priviledg.I humbly hope theMerchants bribe- 
ing daies are paſt, they had once a time in the long Parliament to make 
their Gold and Silver break thorough all Barrs,all Lawes; a Corporati- 
on of London, with a joynr Purſe, was ſucha Rowen Ram, that ir batter. 
eddown all the Lawes, and Statutes. I humbly hopethis buſinefle,and 

the miſchiefs that would follow, it they ſhould obtain, their defire is ſo 
clearly ſtated, to be only ia your Majeltie, and your moſt Honourable 
Privy Councel, that you will neyer part with it to any Corporation of 
Merchants, or others, but to keep it ſafe where the Law hath diſpoſed 
it, it is 2 Tewel the Law hath inveſted in the Crown, and cannot be _va- 
lued,it is an ineſttmable Pearl,and Riches, | £20 

That if the Merchants could by confederation pay down a Million of 

Money to your Maicſtie preſently, to have it in their . hands; Your Ma- 
jeſtie would be a loſer, Your Majeſtie would part with that which is 
Your Honour, Your Safetic, Your Lords, and all Your Peoples fafetic, 
the Soul of the Militia, be 

I pray God upon my Knees, your Majetie, and your Privy Councel, 
would conſider whar is here (aid, and ſet a mark on theſe men that at- 

ternpt under fly and fained pretences, by ſubtiltie and craft, to under- 
mineyour Majeſties Throne, Crown, and Dignitic; theſe razn that de« 
fire thisto be in their Power, are like Water men, look one way, and 


F 


Row another. Theſe 
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- Theſe menmany of them have defined intheir heart the moddle of 
a Common-wealth, to be the firteſt 'Government for this Kingdome , 
God hath delivered your Majeſtic from the Swordemanzthe Club: man, 
and hath reſtored your Majeſtieto the Glory, and Greatneſſe; of your 
Royal Father, and your Predeceffors, with the Hearts of all your good 
SubjeRs, and a large increaſe of the Revenues of your Crown, ro the 
Joy of all your Majeſties good Subjeas. 

This Glory troubles ſome AMungrels of Lonpon, that dare not bark, 
but are atthis day cunning fauning Spazjels;thart would by fauning co- 
zen your Majeſtic of this Great, atd Royal Prerogative, which had they 
ir, in ſeaven years they may lay ſucha Foundation, that the Child un- 
born may rue it. | 

T have read of alittle Fiſh that ſticking to a Ships fide ſhall ſtop a 
preat Ship under fail. The Merchants of a Kingdom or Common- 
yeealth that arc Bankers and have libertie to tranſport Gold and Silver 
attheir pleaſure, rule the Commonwealth borh for War or Peace, and 
have virtually the ſovercign power. beingMaſters of all the peoples mo- 
nie. Theſe Bankers can hang a Pad-lock on the Commonwealchs 
Sword when they pleaſe - God defend your Majeſtic ind your Lords 
from ſuffering them to do fo in your Kingdom of England,forall the rea- 
ſons before and aftcr followirg. 

The Merchants of London haye tranſported all the Gold and moſt of 
the Silyer out of England, principally by the confederation and affiſt- 
ance of the Goldſmiths in Lumbardſtreer, who are juſt in the nature of 
the Bankers at Amſterdam, and rhe Goldſmiths is your Merchants Jac: 
call as the Jac-call is tothe Lion, they hunt for the Lions prey, The 
Goldſmiths lay up Gold and Silyer for the Merchants to tranſport, - 
ſome Goldſmiths in Lumbardftreet,keeping at this day many great Mer- 
chants of Zoxdoz caſhes, and ſome Noble mens cath by this credit of 
ſeveral mens monies . the Gold{miths in Lambardſteer are in the .nature 
of Bankers,and have a great ſtock of Treaſure by them alwayes of Gold, 
forraign coines, and Silver. 6 

And as the ſe and the Merchants pleaſe to truck and and chaffer , ſet 
the price of the currant Gold of your Kingdom at above. the price cur- 
rant by Proclamation of your Royal Father, and above the price of your 
Mint, to rhe deſtrudton of your Majefties Mint, and againſt your Crown 
and Dignities z your Majeſties Mint is tied to a certain rule both for the 
"weight and fineneſs of theStandardof yor.r Majeſties Gold andSilver,and 
'cannot by the Law exceed ; now here isthe miſchief. = 
| - The 
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PEER 1 


| The Goldſmiths they po between the Mine and «the Metchants that 
rranſports Gold and Silver, and'om-bids the Mine; 1.d;andfometimis 
2,d.and morethe Ounce in Silver, and five ſhillings the Ounce'in Gold 
tthis day, and ſo catch upall the Gold and Silyer,ts tranſport, being 
Fagars and . Purveyors to the: Merchants, .thkt:cranſporcs:Gold and 
Si Ver. , 1 ' F c 2 iy; +4 p54 wr. : "=o 
And by this confederation between:the Merchants; and Goldſmiths, 
contrary tothe Lawes, and Proclamations of the Kingdom, they have 
cheated, and robbed theKingdom,and yourMajefties Mint in theTower of 
'Loxdqn,and for theſe laſt fifteenYears have deſtroyed ,and madedelolate 
.-. Your Majeftics Mint in all times, by the Law, ſhould have the pre+ 
heminence, and firſt ſerved. _ 6T 02 17 OI £150h2k 
-. Your Majeſties Mint at this day is negle&ed, your Majeſties'Lawes 
deſpiſed, and your Majeſtie,and the Kingdowrot Znglavd; Lords, Gen- 
try, Commots, chexred, and robbed of all Four 'Gold; and'almolt'alt 
your Silver, t0.che weakning, and. impoyeriſhing of the "Kingdom. 
_.. This wickedneſlc is done oncly for che inriching of a few particular 
Perſons, Goldſmiths,and Merchants, to the deſtruQion of the whole 
Kingdom, and if not timely prevented, tothe ruine,and deſtrugion,and 
decay of Trade.” This was done when we had no KING in 1ſraet, God 
forbid your M1jeſtie now ſhould ſuffer it. A” 
"It your Majeſtie by yourjuſtice'do not make ſome of theſe Offen- 
dors ah cxample;and timely preyent it,by the grave advice of your moſt 
Honourable Lords of the Councel for the timeto come. to prevent theſe 
abuſexby a Law,or m__g the old Laws by your Majeſties: Procla- 
mation, makitig ir loſſe of Eſtate for any Goldimiths to ſell any. Mer- 
chanis Gold or Silver to tranſport, or to convert Gold or Silver into a- 
ry 'otherufe then Plate, and Gold, and'Silyer Wycr, the Offendor for 
ever after tq loſe his Freedom. , * tg — 
- - Ad that no. Merchant, or Goldſmith, ſhall give for. Gold or Silver 
more then 1t ſhall be declared for by Proclamation, upon- pain of forſei- 
ture» Andthat all Goldſmiths that are Exchangers of Forreign Bullion, 
ſhall enter-into ſecuritie with theOfficers of yourMajcſties Mint,to your 
Majeſties uſe, to Coin the ſame, and to convert it to no other uſe. - That” 
no-Merchant obtain a Licence from your Majeſtic, to tranſport Goldbr: 
Silver, nor the Eaſt-1vdia Company,other,.or more. then they themm- 
ſelves cauſc upon their own proper accompt, to be wruly imporred, ac- 
- cording to their Charters and _ all Warrants for tranſporting Gold. 
«113 1B or 
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it pleaſe Your A bumbleprayer to Your Mejefty, and Privy 
IO _ the Joe land Steed ion + pho bh LObGr. 
Silver into the Kingdom, 


about the year 1 on 30. gee a moſt pr cyto mn Contrat wich 
cn the bringing in Silver coho inLoghh,horecmny nm 
The 
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hath bin almoſt all Dom oe way io rr the private ofthe Merchatt” an 
he currant Silver Coyne feft in the Kingdom, but light andeliped,and © Am = : 
in abundance, AI} theGold ſent away,to the deſtrution of theKing.. - 
x eng rhe: Seven profit of the Merchants. If Your Adjefy pleaſe to inquire of 
YourOtficers of theMipnt they can certifie this-inche ceuth, And what a dangerous 
Proje& this was of ſome men, to goe about to.fjeal fo Royaka Flower nba 
Crown, _ pilferers. are Enemies.to Your Majeſties Gromne and Dignity ipnlty 
onght to be watched as men newly recovered our of al unacy , kept nid} | 
either themſelves or orhers miſchefe, 
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- May ir pleaſe Your Maj \ theKin of-Spain having peace with Hol | 
Me 4-2 iNnethars occefi Jos £ <6. much Mony for Flanders, dons 


when He had Wars-with Thee. great Summes ot: Silver will ep 
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I bymbly.defice,thac upon Treaty,wich, the $ Wo A tnbaflador, the Lords ': 
afche Courcet woald rake 60 6 Chery ty ng of {hb "7 
Eord Ovttington ſetled je;. ind chat by wk onyy 
Peeſon that didnotCopneonefall.chind pare: of all Silver that by agreement 
wich theKing of:Speine: ſhould be coyned; this Licence to be Candaatly:allow:.. - 
og ear y-Perſanu be lower: Spains, Compoſition.for Trade from; Speines 
| And for allother Per loo whompentes FOE. Impare.Silver,or. Gold, eq;have, is 
\& of this Par Tar iament, al fter the aid Silyer is Landed, thatany Perſon that 
anfoorts Gold or Sitver, it ſhould be Confiſeation of Ship and Goods ' and 
ppriſonmenc gee Belides, the Forfeiture of all Gold and - 
 {o.put on Ship-board: I wikhour Your Majeities,or your Pcivy 
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wout Mercy, © _ 
|, and your Majefiie Edyil 
ajeities MoR Honourable Priv 
the Bleffing of God. , 1-wil 


watches, and intelligence in London, and the Ports; this miſclfief Uafly eraſes, 
becarſſe no knowing, perſon. is unpowred and commanded to take cate of this 
great hulines. . | | 


Queen E:z4beth wonld not admit the Eaft India Compary,at her firſt prant- 
ing them to be a Corporation, to tranſport the King of Spaix- ſilver coin into 
the Eaſt Indies, though the Merchant prefled it very often; telling her Majeſty 
that her Silver Coin and Stamp was not known .in-the E aft Indies, they think- 
ing by that to get a Licenſe to ſend what Silver they pleaſed : This mot pru- 
dent Queen, and her wiſe Privie Councel replyed, to the Merchants of the Eaf- 
Tzdia Company, that far che very reaſon the Merchant alledged, to traniþori 
the King of Spains ſilver to the Eft Indies; It was her fixed reaſon and re- 
ſolution ynalterable, ſhe would net grant the Eaft India Company leave to ſend 
the King of Spas, or any forreign Princes coin into {ndia, but ſuch Silver as 
was coined with her Effigies and-Pictare on the one fide, and the Percuilis of 
the other ſide, of che juſt weight and -fineneſs of the Spaniſh peeces of eighr, 
and peeces of four Royals, 'and no other Silver ſhould by her Metchants. be 
ſent to Jndba. | ALS | = nh 

- Aud this washer Majeſties prudent reaſon forthe doing thereof, that berauſe 
the 1nd5ans did not know her, nor ſee her greaznels on. her Silver, het Maſe 

the.E.oft Indi. Company leave to tranſport Gold or Silver, but ſoasſhe 1 

Be the time tocome give them a juſt occaſion to reverence and honour her, and 
bow at her Effigies, declaring ſhe would all the world over , where ſhe gave 
her Merchants leave to Trade, be known to be as great a Prince as the King of 
Spain : And that none ſhould prefumeto fend a grexter quantity of Silver then 
ſhein her wiſdome ſhould judge fir, ro the Zaft Indies, as will appear by their” 
Charter, both for the quanticy, and: with her F;zg»re, Motto, and inal og 
theSilver: The Queens Majeſty declaring ſhe held it as a ſpeciall and chietpre- 
rogative ef her Crown and Dignity to put the Pcrculss upon all the Silver the 
Eaſt India © *1any ſhould ſends the ndics: Nor would The admit the Mer- 
changs of t: " Tndia Compaiy to ſend more Silver then The and TIS 
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' And ſo duringall her proſÞero) is way Arras dent 
Cutan rele her Merchantsand noc the Merchant ir; hioweouecording tothe 
Law of Fagland,che Queen would ever be knownto be a Queen. © 
This Np ative will appear to be true, by the Stamps, | 

this Silver that was coyned. in the T ower ready to be produced to-your Majeſty and the 
moſt Honoierable PrivieConneel, if your” Majeſty reqitire the ſame ;-this courſe con- 
tinned all Queen Elizabeths Reign, and it wowta dr fir the' honinr and griatneſs 
of jour Majeſty, that all Silver tranſported t6 the Ttdies hold be toynedof the weight 
of Pieces of ipht, with your Mapeſties Roynll "Effighes, and the Percullis in the 
Tower of Londe 


on, that ſo all the world over, the Nations ny 7 "ſee your Royal 
1p, and bow down,and do fonmpare ; keto ne ore preg Ae 

Fes Grand ather axd Father to AVE | fxty « Ann) hou an, 'po : i vr eported 
Ind elated Sa de 
Bonanr able Rule been obſerved”: Thumbly defire it may” be done! hereafter, er your 
Xajeftie get nothing but fame, no profit. . 1 dare nuatrtake the Faft India Compas 
ny ſoall have their filver coined in the Tower for 12 pevecs theponnd. weight, thas” is 
| 606001. copned for one thouſand pounds." SH 2 as ES ehgve | | ; 

, The Eaſt India Company f nor 1 One os Privileage OT rhe 

eginning of King James bis Reigy, ro 197 great 1mpairment ana toe of hit Im 

Fas fine By Digs! jþ 'ro the fn hſſe of his Majeſty in his Mints 

ailarls; ht and the loſing and diminntion of your Rojal Grandfather and Fa* 
ther of Bleſſed memory ,in their Revenue at this day above an hnnared. and pounds 

n the rotal ſim in the Guy of cayning, there being ſince King: James- bis Reign by 
that Company eye FEY undred thouſand pounas-in Silver and Gold' ſent to the 
Baſt Lndieh, " were their Book? of Entries examined, \and; their Books of Account 
to their ſeveral Fatteries in India ; hat they have fent yearly to every partiontay 
foo, and ſome Avditors gppeinred ro make the 1nſpettion- upon Oath.” 

* I humbly ſay, there would 
Eaglib Gold, and. Silver, more, pines 4 _ Hepace row phe Feng $4/ 96 
tothe Feeat weakning, damage and decay of this Nation, they oeing'aCompany that 
Fab 3h A ov Wa out 3 gr bas by one conr{tor other. RE 


& Had wot your Majeſty by your Royal par db» paraontd-thim', they ſhould before 
this time have found the Fa\t India Company charged) me in the Exchequer with 
many hundred thouſand pownds of Engliſh G old and Silver, and of half- Crowns 'and 
ft cagy Gold and Silver tranſported,” 4 ainſt the Laws and Statutes of - the Kinp- 

mo, let then have. got 'off 46. well as they conld. © - 970 "BL, 1A. 5 tbh 

Aa +. pleaſe your Majeſty, That compuny pretends a debr your Rojal Father 
ſhould owe them for Silks and Peppet delivered wnto one Burlemack; « Merchant, a- 
bout the Tear, 1630. upon your Royal Fathers account, had not your Majeftie in 
your great mercy pardoned this very Company of Merchants in your gracious and free 
ardin' 1.660. I cold have chalkgd owt the way to have-peppered the Ealt India 

AT... CNT CTCL Pt 1s FRO WS, Com 
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e found many hundred thonſaudpounts tranſported both 


_— .__ 


| Company, it had never beew fo peppered 
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(25) td TOA {be PSS Yn WIT» 5 $5.5 
Ince it Wit a Company, they are jardened for - 
what ts paſt, but they have no Privileage- for the time tocome, (0 1 
But if. your Majeſty command me to watch the (Fall: lndja Cevipery, thet-they: 
farrthe fwrure. i ſend! na:1m27e "gold: of - plyer,; then: zhey; have Jiernce for from 
Jour Majefty: 1 ſhall faithfully ge 41, and gize Ad 09.60 theſe wnilghueht have 


formerly committee, © . we CAT I ele 
' If your Majeſty command, I ſhall not fear the riches or greatneſs ofthe Eaſt In- 
dia company, or Merchants of London, but Iwill tramel them and reduce them ts the 
due obedience'of your Majeſties commanis, and the'E aw. of the Kingdoms: 1 ©. 

[For the longer this buſineſs is — ſowe Merechaus. think to get 
leave to wieakenthe Kingdoms in general, ang incrodeh upon your Majefties ſacred, Pren 
rogative to ſend whaf ſilver aud gold they liſh away for the futures without, any Comp- 
rrabler.. ." ST 2.3 MEER GP 

May it pleaſe your 1ajrſty, a Court in the natore of the Star.chamber, 
would Froſt-bite theſe Gentlemen, and. make them pluck intheir Horns, 


and ſubmic toyaur antes Lawes, which,will be for the good of the 


Nation:ingeneral;.thattheſe-men may be; curbed., And, not 16frto.rob; 
che, Kingdom af all.irs Gold and Silver, as. {ome Merchants have taketi 


the boldneſsto do,when we had no King in this our 1/ratl for this laſt ſe- 
Never $6þo0!-bqjes plaidfuch tricks in the abſence of thei jp 


feers, as ſome of the Loudon-merchanrs have done: When th 71 


prevent, V2; foe, Inno 4 Re lr The vs 
1 moſt humbly pray yourMajefiie and your honourable Privie'Coun- 
cil, ro. command true Copies of all the Acts of the Cornmon Council 


of: Londop, from one thouſand fix hundred and thirty cightzo one thots | 
ſand fix hyodred and fixty,, and SFr Or ge Elks LION 


panics hooks of Envoys ſent totheir Factors, of all the Gold.arjd Silver - 
they ſent yearly, the ſhips name, and by what FaQor, and ro what Fa= 
Rors in Indiaand Perſia, ever ſince one tt ouſand fix hi:ndred dndewens - 
tie, to-opothouſand (ix hundred and fixty.:, Not that I haye the, leaſt 


thouglt that any ofrhem ſhould be puniſhed for what is. paſt, by reaſaj 
{ Kegrove 


of your Majeſtics gracious pardon, ;but that an Eye mighit be kepto' 
them to keep them from committing the ſame or the hke offences again + 


againſt your Majeſtic, your Crown, and Dignity, \' tt 
I humbly ſay, Iam ſocharjjablero them, , that. I had nexriee they | 
| 7 : - & 62:1 cos Bk :4ikhs [2& 17 XC A Tes ; 


jes upright in'all theiraRions, Ln box our Majeſtic 
inde onior mar hart you Maj 
ay Mgod, wn Fama oy Aur rar gdrenk 
four Ml avi repent Mercia fool falling -thea 
5 take tion bp afeet they aredown, if they be tharthey ſhalt 
hareag opponuniio fend, it ſavesthe labour of pu ing atty of 


Some Merchanes | have heard at the Council of. Tradeonet 
land fix bundeed:and Sucks &anold: Herefie to i Texdepye hay 
filverfreelie, \nnd to-retainic in the Kiags, hands 
pics tne lar 


_—_ agnifieixof Commonivealths thole Bol 

ame Aerchants are m et$0 monweale 
cis and Govern bon hr pen for ah Amflerdem model botly itt 
the.Chytch and Kingdom ," butin our Kings facted hands this great 
Triiſt iniall Ages hath happilie continued , and no Merchant never 
durſt ask ſuch a requeſt to have it attheir own diſpoſe, thele Merchants 
more profit.and gain then they dothe Kings Majcſties greativels, 
bs | makes © them fo lo bulic to ger. this R Royal flower var' of the 


Hat plesſe 1 Jaw 2485, your erandard of f Goldmnd SN Silver i ie 
jecteof 


toail Your St 2s of all your Nations, the 
| went, .2hd isthe Fn. pt per nyc ing, Sod rovnn 
11Y 6) hee for” poi no CIT 
ſhall receivefor a tnth< 
. Ky delivered. nk Bake, iby ills of Exchange to' any 
) ay Engl where theſe wa fixed and fe ac. 


D 10 gn ba 
cin be ont of a penie, bur it with exacilic appear dr prone, no up 
of the accompt. Commonwealths and Bankers go upon Marchants 
ſubrilties,” that is not for the Honour and Dignitie of your Majeſtic, to 
tixkeyourmoniego high , when you are 'to pic your Armies and 
rpreſe to callitdowtin Kingdomes ; Kings ave'$4- 
nigh atſuch dirty tricks, as Commonwealthsdo. 

- Tot edy from one thouſand fix hondred fourtte chan fre 
Wy x hutd 


ted acid 6ie, may fetveasn warning to all good! 7 
jets 


| Mm on ——_— 
jeds, eG Klag doin ins \ ,- HHIEY or to) lab 
power of tranſporting Gold or Sifyer/at the wilt and pleaſure of FE 
merchant. - 4ferchants Aeon noch fireand water, Good Ser -but bad Ma- 
ood,but to geta head Zeftraciivotoman. 


fers , in their wh re 
kind; witneſs co horbie Traghs fomentedand comitiued onety 
by che pleaſare anr@powerofthe-acrchants and the wealeh'of Lomden'+ 


The bo rel dreads the fire; 1 loft twehtie thouſand pounds by the 
late Rebellion, which was hatched and kindled'for the greateſt partby 


thofeof Londew. + 
ey ſurfeited wich Pletity; Riches , and Frade';' the late Royell 
& Charter'the firſt, 'by his late : Royall Fletes,- lad: the Foun- 
jon of the Mctchants of 'Lowdoms dreirnel and repueniowali overt | 
* no. Prince nor Commonweakh daring' eo: injure the - 
of Zopion, butthe King with che firſt winde had bis Royal 


heit Hirhoars to to demand reparation-to: the- Merchants. com: © 
_ debarred Prade, The'late glorious King got - 


World , 
Merc 
Elertgin 
ri ey Ship b f it in\hbis Exch 
ecayy ofthe" monies; but never a penny of it in equEP. 
0 ako Lewdon got the profir, advantage, and: ſecurity 


Hy, andthe Scas feoured frem Pyrates : How u | 
the Merchants requite@ KK Majeſty; was ſhowninehis lare Rebellion. T 

ſpeak not thisthatany ſhould bepuniſhed, bur that:they might bopre- 
vented for the ur odoreverhings again, as: did thislaſt 


ne er 
reprte Oli of Femerand Kit harles their raigns,thoſegood Kinos'was got | 
fe ot bombs Jeb bt, and'to-comeour of iv they did part wich 
heir andy rele value. 'When Matters borrow": poof -thelr 
ervants , ir makes thempgenerally overyalue thernſelves and and'{lighethetr 
ers- mg, wh ina few-years his Majeſty wilt bein thar condition to | 
Londonmoney,' upon their Charter, the like to theBaſt | 
ing rd Coopanpnd ore Companies to havetheir Lands botind, This 
the Henrythefevenths way ,hewoulJFalwaies have his Fxchecquey 
Rl of eaney? "finding itco bethegreateſtſectirity to-prevent all mil” IT 
chicf, to have the King richer then his/people. 

Icthe year one thouſand fix hundred fourty ſeven, your Royal Fa- - 
ther being informed that _ Members of Parliament, and faRious - 
Citizens was tranſportingand packing away their eſtates in: Gold be- - 
yond the Scas, 'which thelc had in aboundance: cozened the Kingdom + 
of, your Royal Father commanded me by one Mr, Francis Brogdow, » 
of London Gentleman,” on whom his '/ajeſty conſtantly imploied to 


_ go between himand his loyal SubjeQs, then Priſoners in the wig 
Tins -- 
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tain to diſcover the wh — Fas 2nd Has .but 
ſou oa ro 1 Abagaply og Se pe i Sp wh gs Arco 


N 


ment 'inditis well racy to many ofthe then Parliament. i Jam 
Harrington, Fleetwood, and ſeveral others, þot was Gn op 

by: bochthe Aber Allen, Hargey, vir Hepry Fane, SI ich ickland ang 1M 
others ofthe Rarliament,. and by ſwarms of Scftarics) of the te 
London : which men had COIN the Gold. ar Silyer our ot the 


Sons apt 


thi waver on prayers of all dos jos men, Rwy 306 
wiſe, by taking your Royal Egther ours | 


Merchants, as rw have Fats within tyen pr years ; your Majeſh "m2 
as ſately-put  Swor dinfoa Madmans = , ora Knife into a Chil, 

as truſt the Merchants to tranipoyt Gold or Silver without your: 
ſties licence, aſter it is. once landed. 


a... — Gr Oe  COr—nn—_ CIS. fi 
. Gn 


No 
TO THE 


K. I' N G G.- 
moſt Excellent Majeſtic . 


And to the moſt Honourable the 


LORDS of his Mate sriss moſt Honourable | 
PRIVY COUNCEL. 


The Humble Petition of TH0. VIOLET of London, Goldſmich. 


A Dread Soveraign! + 


2; a Your Majcftics moſt Humble and Loyall 
WR (28 oy” Subject fo your Majefties ſervice humblic pray, 
NP IEA] thatthe Eaft-Indiaand Perſia Companie, bring in 
Endo] their Charter,vrhereby yourMajeſtie and yourPri* 
vic 'Councel will inferm your ſelves,by the Charter yourRoy- 
all Father and Grand-Father paſſed with what priviledgethey 
have granted them,& upon what cenditions and reſtritions, 
2, That your Majeſtie and your Privie Councel would be 
pleaſed to require an accompt of the Eaft-India and Perfias 
Companie,of all the ſ\gmmes of monie, Gold or Silver, either 
Forrain or Engliſh, which they have ſent ito India and Per- 
fia, ever fince July 1620, this is no new thing, for they did in- 
1620,givean accompr,and-made it by their Books appear;that 
from the Originall and firſt foundation. of their Trade, in 
Amo 1601, to Fuly 1620. they had ſhipped awaie for India 
onelie, 5480 gol, ſterling i in ar monies, and ſome Fle- 


miſh 
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RO. onr Peticioner-,delires your Majeſty to take notice, 
' thatifthe State in Partiamentwerethen (o careful in times 
of peace, and the Trade ofthe Nation flouriſhing, to call the 
Eaft-India Company to av accompt for tvyentie years, and to 
_cauſe chemromake their'aceompts plainly ro appearby their 
Books for twentie years; ſurely, I humbly conceive, your 
Majeſties and your Privy Councell will exſpe& for the. ſer- 
viceof the Kingdom, to: have-an exa@ accompt of all the 
Treaſure the Eaft- Imdia and Perſia Companie have exported, 
and to have them to. Prodace a juſt accompr, what quanti» 
ties ofGold or Silver they have bought in Holland, and intother 
Forrein placcs, immediately upon their properaccompr;and 
what quantitic of Exglifrmeited Silver in Bars, they have 
bought of Gold-ſmiths in London; what quantities of Gold 
in Bars, they bought of the Guinie and Barbarie Companies, 
what quaniities of /ngliſh coined Gold they. have ſent into 
the. Ealt-Tndies, and: to Perſia; what quanticies of Cardquee, 
Rix-Dollars,. Kials of Spgin, or any other Foxcein Silyer,they 
' have boughtup inLondon,of Merchants ,Goldſmiths,or others, 
whioh . without the Eaſt- Judis Company fo buying,would 
have. b:en brought into the Mint and coincg,. cothe great 
ngmcntation of the:ftock ofthis Nation. And that they be 
1equired.co give your Majeſty, and your Privie Counce), an 
Accompt of what: quantity of Spaniſh. Piltollets, Dutch Ri- 
ders, Hungarian Duckets, Gold. Gugers, Gold Albertus, of Flan- 
ders, Italian Piſtolets, Taxky Sukels, and.21] other Forreig Gold 
and Silver, they have-bought up in London, ' of Goldimiths, 
Mexchants , Natuyes, and Strangers, whica have net been 
3 _ I members 
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members - of ' their Cor 6 
and Perſis, ſince 1620, All which; Tamiſure they have ' 
petfect Accompts of, 'And thatthe aforeſaid Companie be re- 
quired to ſend your Majeſtiejand: yourPrivie Councel;in all 
che Warrants and Licences for cheir doing ofthe ſame; and for 
a true diſcoverie of the premilles. NE 976 10h] m4 
4. That your Majethy, and your Privie. Councel, would 
require the Books ofEnyoies,of the ſameLading of eyerie ſhip, 
ef ail the Gold and Silver, in Bars, or Coin, -that þath been 
ſent to the Eaſt Indies and Perfia, fince 1626, for by them your 
Majeſtic gnd your Privie Councel ſhall (ee what Gold and Sil. 
yereach ſhip carried; and the Ships, Factors, and Maſterts 
names, and to what FaQorie in Perſia or India; and the feveral 
years, and ſo your Majeſtie and your Privie Councell will 
quicklie {ce the juſt quantitie to a pennie what they have tranf: 
ported, andin what fort of Coin, either Engliſh Goldor 
Silver, or Forrein Gold or Silver, for theſe fourtic years; the 
giving your Majeſtie and your Privie Conncell a true 'acs 
compt thereof, will be of great concernment tothe Kingdom 
in many ceſpets, ouey 654; 2203710% 
: 5, Thatyour Mijeſtie and yourPrivie Councell would 
int a Committee to viewy over the Journal Books: for 
out ofthem there will be gathered bultnefſcs of greatconcern- 
menrts-the Nation ; arid if ſome able /Baok.Keepers be: ap® 
pointed with me, totake ont what ſhall obſervein them, ir 


will tead highly tothe ſervice of your Majeftie and give a fiop 


to great milchefs that is daily praftiled or the Kingdom. 

6, If your Majeſtic and your Privie Ceuncebplcaſerto in- 
form your lelyes by this waie,- your Majeſtie avd yourPrivie 
Councel will ſe: clearlie manie other ſecrets, upon peruſal of 
: E 2 theſe 
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| | dleco reftifie and (ſettle the 
Tradein a flouriſhing condition, thatit may be benificiall to 
' theKingdow, -and all; the ;Adyenturers, whereas hertofore, 
- ahd nowas 1t-is:managec, none getceth: by ir,;but- the Com- 
mitrees of the ſaid Companies, and the Companies:Fa- 
' Rors and their Officers. The Adventurers baving -beep blind: 
_edeverſince-ir was a Cotnpanie, and 1td by the noſe by their 
-fervants, orclſc how could: their FaRtars 2nd feryants be ſo 
rich,and the Companie's ſtock ſo-poor.0 _ 
-7, May.it pleaſe your. Majeſtie'and your FrivigCouncel, 
I hamblie confeive;tpgn the Examination of all the premi. 
fes, When that:the|Books of the Companie are examined, ir 
will befound that the Eaſt-India Companie hath. ſent awaie 
-the Kingdoms Coin, both in Gold and Silver, manie-hun- 
-dred thouſand pounds morethen ever they- had warrant for 
t0do;from-your Mejefties Grand-Farher or Father, though 
your:Majeſtic and' your. Privie Gouacel hath forgiven it, yep 
Kk ought to be prevenced for the future this miſchiefpwhich your | 
\ Petitioner molt bumblie praies for your Majcſiqs. and.your 
Privie- Cauaſels fervice,:alfo';That your Majeſtic: and your - 
moſt honoujable Ptivie Councel commanda true Tranſcript 
nder the band of the Town.Clerk of the Citie of London to 
be: tranſmitted to. your-Majeltie and/your Privie Councel, of 
all the A&ts,and Orders: of the Commen: Councel from the 
year 1638, to the 25, March 1660, It is true; your Majeſtic by 
your gratious pardon hath pardoned. all. offences , but 
for the future there will be great uſe made of their Orders, to 
know. by , what degrees, and Reps the late.confuſions got to 
a head,and poiſoned that great bodie of* your Citie of London, | 


— ww w—-c ad 


; Fhumblic faie, your” Majch? and your: _ | honouiable 
Privie Councel 'will make great uſe of thei ght of then; 20 


UMI | 


oy). 


rrevent anie the like diſturbance again and to-nip them-in 
the bud (this will befor the generall good. and quiet ef. the 
whole Kingdom) for as London pipes, fo thegreateſt pareof 


- the Kingdom dances, eſpeciallica]l Citics and corporations» 


keep the ſpring head clear from being diſturbed, the ſtreams 
will run, alwaies clear, they have your Majeſties moſt 
oratious pardon for what is paſt, but that gives them no 
priviledg: toacthe like things again, eicherby fraud, feined 
pretences,or by force, . - 

The EaſtsIndia' Cotmpanie | formerlie- having . made- K 
their common practice by giving great ſummes of moniefor 
Bribes, to have libertie to oppreis the geod people of the Na- 
tion, and to have Licence with Authoritieto deccivetheKing- 
dom; . all whichabuſcs, L praie God, by che wiſdom of your © 
Majettie, and your molt honourable Privie Councel, may -be 
carefullic found out, and ſuch Order and Regulation made for | 
the future for all Traders, as may be moſt for 'the pee 
of this Kingdom 1n generall, without anie regard to | 
cular Interelt, vwhen it ſhall be found deſtruRive to the Kin n. 
dom, and your dutifull and loyal Subje& ſhall pray for IT 
Majeftics long and proſperous Reign oyet us,” 


Novemb. 2.8. 1560. | 
: Stoned, - 

a ho. Violet; ©-- 

E: 8. - ; 


.' charged a Con  pefore he puny if "4 
[630% with robbing the Nation of many bundred thouſand ponds of 
Galaand Silver, more then they bad Licence to ſend;and ſeverall other | 
Meſdemeanonrs, Thereupon the (ouncel of Trade mate theſe Or- 


ders, 
BY Die Mercuri Sept. 1. 1650. 
. F At the Councel for Trade at W bite-hall. | 
q Qrdered,. | | . | 


LA” — 5 


Fat the Baft-India (Company be deſi red o RV their Onigi- | 
I nal Chee before thizCouncel, 


Z * Ordered, 

b Bat the Paft-India Company be deſired to bring into this 
I Colncel, what Licences'they formerly have had granted them 
ed the Tranſporting of Bullion, or Coin, ſince the year 1 1620: 


Hat the Eaſt-India Company be intreated likewiſe to produce 

the direft and true. Accompts of all the ſeverall ſummes of 

Bullion and Coin, in any ſþecie to the Full, that hath been year- 
ly tranſported by them, f ince the year 1620. 


Ex,1 Ben. Worlly, Secret, 


"But theſe Orders were never obeyed, but ſome of theRump Parka: 


ment was brid, and 10 ) Reform ation, 7 only got the Envy for making 4 | 
- this 
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this Diſcovery, I humbly haps eB India Companies thne of” fyis 
bing out all Bufineſs is exped,now'n ) our Mijeſties bleſſed Reigh ; 
Truth ſhall prevaile, eſpecially ſuch as are for your MajeSties Rloviour, 
and Safety. | a pony 41 hiya 


 T fhall bumbly ſhew your Majeſtie the damage theK ingdom ſuffered 
by ſending all the Sifver to the Eaſt-Indies in Spaniſh moni, before it 
was comed with King Jarae's, andK ing Charle's Face, and the Per- 
culliſſes, as it was com:d in the Reign of Queen El1zabtth, and bum- 
bly recommend it to your Majeftie, and your Privy (ouncel,to have 
all Silver ſo coined before it gves to the Indies. 
It is for theGreatneſs, and Fonr of the King, to bave the Silver, 
his Merchants Trade with, firſt ccined with'thePerculliſes and Wis Ef+ 
figies and Motto, all over the World, For the Kings greatneſ$ is theMers 
chauts ſecuritie, and proteftion, «nd'to be mate of the weight of peices 
of Bight, and of the ſame Standard, as it was in the ( neens time; the 
King loſes in point of Comaoe by not Coining, the Silver is ſent to the 
Eaſt-Indies, as Queen Elizaveth dd, the Faſt India Companie had 
paid tothe Kings Grandfather and Father of bleſſed memory,a hundred 
thouſand pounds which would have bin clear profit ſince King James, 
mn his Majeſties Exchequer and all bsOfficers for Coining payd.ifQueen 
Elizabeths Rale had been obſerved, to Coin all the Silver ſent beyond 
Seas. If the Eaſt-India Companie Books be looked over, they barve 
fent aboy2 ſixtie hundred thouſand pounds inSilver to the Eaſt-Ladies, 
fince the firſt of King James in Spaniſt Silver more monie by farre 
then # at this day inEngland.I bumbly recommend it for your Majeſlies 
Honour aniProfit that your Majeſtie for the future may coin all Silver, 
or Gold, that jo the ndian Princes may ſee your E/figies,and bow at 
the fight thereof; As Queen Elizabeth made the Merchants to ds, or" 
elſe they ſhould not ſend ber Silver, The true ſafetie and protein f 
&Y | the: 
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the, Mercure i, hntar are Ky. of Ska, 4 great as that can 
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cauſe Juſtice and Right to be-dene to Fs Merchants,as far as the Seas 
ebbs. and flowes round about the World, it is truly for the Merchants ſe- 


 quritie if they would conſuder rightly of all things, and love the Ang 5 
| Hononr, as well as their own Profit. 


— 


AYi it pleaſe your Sacred Majeſtie, I here humbly. give your 
M ajeſtie,and your Privy Councel an accompt concerning my 
oy 4 the Ships: Samplon, Salvador, ad St. George , 


15, Decemb-. 1652.The day the Judges had reſelyed in tle Admiraltie 


to clear theſe S hips, their Silver and I ading, there being three hundred 


| thouſand prunds in them. I [aw about that timeDon Alonſo Decar- 


denis the Spaniſh Amba 1{ſador Extraordinary , come to the Rump 
Parliament, and owned their power, as a free State and Parliament, 1 
heard that many in Armſterdarn was playing the ſame- prancks there 
with the Prince of Orange, as the- Londoners had plaied with Your 
Majeſties Royal Father and your M ajeſtie, I ſaw the Face. of ll things 
look very ſadly, both in France, Holland and Spaio, the Royadl par- 


fie being baniſhed from home, put to great extremities abroad, and al- 
moſt in/ufferable wants: At which time 1 had advice from one of Do. 


ver that the three hundred thouſand pounds in Silver in the aforeſaid 
Sbips, part of it appertained to Amſterdam Merchants, «nd other 


parts to Spaniards, and ſome to Hamburgers; and 1 þad the Coptes 


of the Original Commiſſion und: the Great Seal of Holland, to de 
Witt, and de Ruter, tle Vice Admirals of Holland, to require them 
to guard all Ships coming from Spain to Oltead, or Dunkirk, from 
the Engliſh,;che Dutcis and Parliament being at Warre, and this Was 
done upon the Petition of the Merchants of Amſterdaro, to the bigh 
«nd EL Lords the States, to guard the Ships from the Engliſh ; 

which 
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l ca Sen how 1 Phens rg divide the rlauthirp d C kk of. Stir, in 
D:cemb.15 $2, amon?ſt themſelves ,about this Silver, in the aforeſaid 


Ships, and ſ-t thum.ts (tay it, which I knew ould ingage the Rump 


Pibbliament | in 4 forreign War,and (1 though theKings Partie were op- 
preſſed at home, the Kum 'p might waſt ther Souldier s, and hive more 
hands about their Ears then they were aware of, and in time be beatun 
out of breath, and ſo the Royal Partie might riſe agam. I divided 
tbe Councel h as there was tin for ſending me to the Tower, and 
clearing the Silver, and twelve for the ſtaying the Silver, an1 giving 
me thanks. 1 made ſome of my ſecret Friends acquainted with this 
defign, they approved thereof; and ſo having promiſed ſecretly one.to a- 
nother, for it coricerned my life. 1 told them from time to time how I 
Liid my defagn, till at laſt inzaged Cromwvel to take up the Silver 
from al oard the Ships, Samplon, Salvador, and St. George, and 
that he would difSolve the Parkames the ane night that he diſſolved 


the long Parliament, he cenld not ſleep for it about the 15. April 


'1652, Cromwel ſens Mr Sadlcr the Town-Clerk of LONDON, 


and Cell, Bingham to me, to come preſently to him at the Corkepir, 
to givehim the ( oppies of all the Bulls of theſe Ships Laing ,"and the 


-value of the Silver, which I did, and if ter he had them, Cromwell 


could not ſleep till be bad the Silver inBarkſteads cuſtedy inthe Tow- 
er. 1 found bim to be forward in it, to getthe Silver into bis poſſefion 
in the Tower, being 2.9. jApril 16 5 3- Oliver Cromwell /ent a 
guard of Souldiers to ſeize on the Silver aboard theſe Ships, the Sam - 


plor, Salvador, and St. George, the 2.0. day of April 3652.Brad- 


ſhaw tore his Hair before me; and a Friend of mine, Bradſhavy 


telling him that Cromwell had undone them all by forcing the Par- pit 
liament, and that now he ſaw apparently he was an undone matt. _ 


Bradſhaw ftormins at me Tho. Violet, ſaying, 1 was the fatdllef 
EF 


man. 
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-man that. vver As to theCouncel aud Bs ob f 

not ſet the Councel and Parliament to tay this Silver, til that eviry mans claim was 
parnicularly froved, the Silver had been all Tranſported, and Cromwell never darſ# 
have diſolved the Parliament,had be not gut the Silver in theſe Ships being three | yoy- 
ared thouſand pornds into his hands. | £ 

- Alt which Fdid premeditately ro ſer them, and the Councel, Parliament, and 
altogetherby theEars,to divide and weaken theirCouncels: And I made ſeveral per- 
ſons acquainted with my deſign,who are wel known to yourMajeſtie, both for their 
Service and Fidelity, if | be required I will name them. Before ever I undertook 
this Buſineſſe, 7 had their advices,and approbation under fecrelie, toric had coſt us 
all our lives had it bin known,l had given the Parhament this vomir ro undo them. 

This 1 can prove to be thecruch, and Sir f ames Harrington, Frances Allen, and 
T ho. Scot uſed to ſay, it was Vieler deſtroyed the Parliament, and not Cromwell; 
for had I not {tayed the Silver Cropzwell durſt nor have forced the Parhament. Bur 
whereas Door Walker,and ſome others have declared to ſome Merchants,and o- 
thers of Londsn, Ifayed the Spaniards Silver, and would not conſent to the dif- 
charge ; I was fo far from hindring the Spaniards of their right, that I Petitioned 
Cromwell and his Councel to diſcharge the Spaniards Silver. But Doctor Father 
oppoſed mein ir, as appears by Doctor Walkers Certificate to Cromwells Councel. 

Mr. efop Clerk of the Parliament delivered it ro me upon condition I ſhould 
return it to him whenI had done with it, I humbly pray your Majeſties moſt 
Honourable Councel to take the pains to peruſe it, and they will ſee only Noor 
VV atker ſaid all. the Spaxiards filver, I ſtayed the Datch ſilver. 

At laſt when Oliver Cromwel ſaw his Error , in. taking on himſelf the go- 
vernment in his ſingle perſon, and in looking after the filver mines in Hiſpaniola, 
ſeizing upon the ſilver, asI had ſet him to do, he curſed me often times bit- 
terly; Mr. Beck of VVeſtminſter, being Oliver Eromwets Sollicitor , and Maſter 
Francis Bacon the Maſter of his Requeit : I uſedthem to follicit my buſineſs to 
Cromwel, for to get ſatisfaftion for my eſtate unjuſtly taken away, but they both 
told me, he would never do nothing for me, for he hated my name and remem- 
brance; and that whenſoever they moved him of my name concerning any buſi- 
neſs,he” would bein a rage; Mr. Beck, and Mr. Bacon ſeveral times have asked 
me whether | could imagine the reaſon ? I told them No, 1 wondred at it. 

But indeed I Know the reaſon, he did ſee I had ſet him on thoſe things which 
he wasnot able to maſter, and thoughT pur on it the face of innocency I knew 
from the firſthour that Cromwell rook the 2782507. into his cuſtody, that he 
would deſtroy the Parliameat,and divide and ſubdivide among themſelves, till all 
ended in confuſion : I thought it.my duty to give your Majeſtie, this true Accompr 
and can prove it as aforeſaid, and-ſevera] otherſervices,your Petitioner hath done 
for your Majeltie, where in every on he ventured! his lite for your Aajeſties ſer- 
vice, and never had farthing eicher ofthe Parliament or Cromwell, but expended 
his own money for ſeveral years,ro rhe value of fifteen hundred pounds. And twen- 
ty thouſand pounds taken from me by theParliament as aforeſaid. There are many 
of the then Honourable Priſoners in the Tower can tell your Aajeſtie, how 
ative 7 was always in your 7ajeſties Fathers ſervice in the Tower! 7 humbly refer 
my ſelf to this following Certificate for the loſs of my Eſtate, Theſe 


or ſaying this Silver and that had 7 
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Heſe are to Certifie, whom it may concern ; That I William 

Du-Gard of London, Clerk, have known Thomas Vio- 

let of London Goldſmith many years ; and have been privy 
to bis Applications to the Parliament, for reſtoring him to his eſtate, 
taken from him by the Parliament m 16 43. for his bringing up a Let- 
ter of Peace to the City of Lopdon, from Oxford, from bis late 
Majeſtie CHARLES the I, of bleſſed Memory ; And I have ſeen 
Mr, Violets Origmal Petitions, Accounts, and Demands of the 
Long Parliament, for ſatisfa&tion for his Bftate, in Lands, Houſes, 
Offices, "Bonds, Debts, Goeds, to the value of above eleven thou: 
ſand pounds ; ſo much hath been coufeſſed to me by ſeveral of the 
Committee of Parliament, that Examined the ſaid Tho. Violets 
{ufferings, that they found it fully proved Mr. Violets Loſſes to be 
above the ſumme of eleven thoaſand pounds, beſides bis Impriſonment 
and forbearance. And 1 have heard ſeveral Parliament: men confeſſe, 
that Mr, Violet was unjuſtly oppreſſed, contrary to Gods Law and 
mans, for being fequeſtred for bringing up the Kings Letter for 
Þ eace ; and ſeveral Members of Parliament, upon my Solicitation 
premiſed him from time to time ſatisfaftion, but abuſed him by delays, 
waking him for many years loſe both tinie, and expend much money in 
waiting 0n them to my knowledge ; but never received farthing from 
them. 


1 do further teſtifie, upon the Peruſall of Mr, Violets Papers, aud 
the Confeſſion of ſeveral if his Neighbours, who knew him before the 
Year 1643+ that I do eſteem his Loſſes to be far above eleven thouſand 
poxnds fince 164 3. befides his Impriſonment, and loſſe of his Calling, 
ro his damage at this time above twenty thouſand pounds. In witneſſe 
Whereof I have beret / ſubſcribed my Hand, 

2 


WILL, DU-GARD. 
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The ſame is in Effe«ertifi d by ſeveral other Gentlemen, whoſe 
Names are ſubſcribed, viz. = | ' | 
. : AtexanDeR, HoLT of Landon, Goldfmith.. - 
| CE. Dowons of London, Brewer. . © 
Ke ON 7” Lon don Gentlemen. 
[7b | _ Wicneſles, HE 
rr; Smith. c Poona. ouny 4 Sk Villiam Barnes £ 
Paul Edwards. Henry Golaſton. Y_ Knight ey Freeman: 


ee 


: wn. 


A true Coppy of Door Walkers report concer- 
ning the Silver Ships.the 14th of 4prill 1654. 


| "Te OLIVER. CROMWEL S- Councel. 
May it pleaſe your Honoars, © 4 | 


Ships in the Samſon, Salvador, and S, Grorge upon. attending your 
Lordſhips, with Mr, 7iolet, feverall particulcr- were propoſed, and 
I was Yirected by your Honours ſummarily, to (tate them, and to give 
.my humble opinion-ypon every of them, , LDF 
The particulars were, 2 ; 
xt. Concertuvg the Silver in theſe three Ships, which was the bulk of 
the whole matter upon which I argued, when I procured the 91s pro- 
banditobe caſt on the other {ide, 
Mr, Yiolet devided it thus, that there was one Beſcthard a Hamburger, 


and one Stephen de Balderos, and one Lewis Fardinandes Hugels, and one . 


Leſa Beroza, and one Mexico Herera, 2nd one Michacll Severino Lozenſo 


de E ucle: , and one Thomas Savches, de Uriſe Anthonio de Puntho Spani- * 


ards, and one Dony Martin Native 'of Galloway in Ireland, thar laid 
particular claims every of them, to ſome parcels of the Silver laden for 
theiraccompts all whom /as Mr, Y2olet Stated it came along inthe ſaid 
Ships atid have artended their claim: here ever finge upon the place, in 
makings their proofs and (ollicitings ; for. bringing it on toa hearing for 
their particulars and areas Mr. Yrolet ſtates ir, by their long attendance 
andſpendiog indict and otherwiſe reduced to ſuch extremity as they 

or wanit are ready to ſtary?, For 


]s the buſineſs concerning the Ships and Silver goods in the three - 


ae... 


; NO. 
For theſe Mr. 77olet, hath propo!ed that hisHighneſs and your Lord- 
ſhips would dire& that their claims would come on toa preſent hears 
ng; rhat ſo what was found to be juſtly and really theirs might be" ad. 
judged them: not onely for their'preſent relief, but for the vindicating: 
(as Mr. Yiolet terms it) the juſtice of the:Nation, and preventing any 
Imbargoes abroad for want of juſtice here. | 
Now for this my Lords being as I conceive,rather the prudential part 
then the legal, I muſt not takeupon me to give any opinion inir, bur: 
ſubmititwholly to your Lordſhips ro confider the prudence of it, whe- 
ther you will hold ic fir that theſe particulars ſhall come on before the 
reſt of the claims ; for the other Silver inthe {aid Ships and fo to handle 
by pizces, or wherher to have all the Silver directed by tryall and hear. 
ing altogether. 2 | 
For the reſt being the great bulks of the Silver, Mr. F7olet .propoſed 
that pleas ſhould be put in,to be a ground for Commiſſioners to be pro- 
cured to go into Spaizand Flanders to examine witnetles there ; againſt 
the ſeveral claimers, and their claims ſuppoſing that in reſpe& the Laws 
of Spain prohibit the carrying out of Silver under great penalties, the 
Claymors would not dare to own it in Sp4n, if Commiffioners for his 


' Highneſs, ſhould be ſent over thither and chat much diſcoveries would 


there be made, and witneſſes be found in Spainit ative perſons be im: 
ployed and ſent over thither. | | Ecty 

Mr. Yiolet propoſed that there would be this farther uſe made ofir,by 
procraſtinating the buſineſſes andgaining'ot {o long, time as for Come 


' . Miſſions to go into Sparn,and beexecuted there and returned, | 


As to the iait of chelſe it is. eviden?, that it muſt of neceſſity gaintime, 
and delay the hearing, | 

But whether upon the main matter, it will produce- any thing or 
countervaile the charze, which muſt needs iflue out of purſe and cannoe.. 
but be vaſt in exceutirg ſo many Commiſhons by the Magiſtrates of 
Spain, and imploying ſuch as muſt neceffarily, be ſent over to look at- 
rer it, | have often told Mr, Yioler, that TI much doubt and muſt ſubmit 
it to your Lordſhips, not daring of my ſelf to venture upon itz without a 
ſpecial warranr,for ſeveral reaſons. 

1. Por that we yet know of never a particular witneſs by name to ex- 
amine wh-n we came thither, g = 

2.And for that it will be uncertain whether after ſo great acharg ſpent 
to make inquiry there, any poſitive witneſtes would be there or nor. 

3. [fany there ſhall be found jt will be uncertain whether:upon-the 

"40M F3 claimors 
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for us, being therein a Coutttrey whete the. claymors:will 


thatſhall be ſent over ttom hence againſt them, | + 

4 Forthatthe claymors have alrcady upon their own. « 
ons, owned their claim; in Spain, and examined witneſſes. by the 
Magiſtrates -publickly there upon; and therfore no doubt, butthey may 
again publickly avow them ar ours, if 8ny new Commiſſions go trom 
hencefor his Highneſs : as well asthey did upon their own claims when 
Commiſſions iſſued to Sp a7p, for them which they have procured to be 
gon ory and returned back again hicher into Court, 

' - And therefore what your Lordſhips pragoſed ro me as firſt in ex- 
pedient, that is, tro endeayour that publication for the claimors might fo 
paſs, that liberty might be given to ſee their prodfs, and yet if occafion 
wereto plead and cxamine witneſſes notwithſtanding, which Albeir, 
the rule be that contrary marrer may not be examined upon after pub- 
lication and fight of the witneſſes; yet in thoſe caſes of the Silver inthe 
faid three Ships, I have fince I waited upon your Lordſhips, upon de- 
bates with the adverſe Proftors and Councels publickly in Court pro” 
cured ſuch a Salvo by their conſents to be entred and publication 1s fo 
paſt that now the deſpoſirtions and proofs for the claimors may be per- 
uſed, and yctliberty to plead and examine for his Highneſs ( if there 
be occaſion Jnotwithſtanding, buc there being ſo many Commiſhons 
returned forthe claimors, and the depoſitions ſo extream long, [t will 
ask a good time to puruſe and confider them. 

- Asto thereſt ofthe goods in thoſe _ not being Silver, many of 
them, being much decayed and periſhed by ſo lng lying, and ſome of 
them having been heard already and for whatremaines, I ſee no reaſon 
a all toput off the hearing of them any longer; for that the main charge 
ſuſpicions and grounds were zgainſt the Silver : and had not( as I hum- 
bly conceive) any ſuch reflex upon the Tobaccoes, Hides, and other 
goods;& beſides ſuch ſpecial proviſions may be made(as hath alſo bcen 

' already done in what hath bcen heard )that they may have no manner 
of conſequence at all,as to any of the Silver. 

And as to the Ships chemſclves, wiz, The Sampſon, Salvader, and 
St. George, for as much as the publick Agent for Hamborongh hath 
often preſſed it,that they might be permitted to cometo hearing, & for 
that by this long lying, one of the {aid Ships hath been already ſunk in 
the River ; and that if the aid Ships ſhould be continued much longer 

| wKhout 
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<d they may not ſay mbre\againſt. us, then 
© id alHikelihood fiode more' means, friends and opportunitics,thenthoſe | 


ommiſſi- | 
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- without may ors imployment, ic is publickly ( and hath been of» [realy DOOns: S 
ten) affirmedin Court, that theywill decay, periſh and cometo nothing, cher you or 0. 
fo humbly conceiye fubmitting it nevertheleſs to your Lor 


| > Cromwel had 
that for the avoiding of further periſhing of the ſaid Saips, and: other ng — 
lading (nor being Silver) and for avoiding claimour and endat in de-oc reaſons I 
lay ot juſtice, The ſaid Ships, .and remaihder of the lading (except the f*4 _ 
Silver) may if your Lo:dſhips pleaſe, be permitted to come to a hear Cromwels Fiſ. 
ing and judgement. | | Aro 1, 

As for Mr, Y:olet himſelf, I can onely fay tat by ſeveratt Orders of —_— 
the former Councell of State ; he was dire<4 to [ollicite ahd look after paid me as you 
this buſineſle of the Silyer Ships,and that he hath ofren attended and His 
ſpoken in Court, and many times repaired to me, and confulted about chring forth: 
it; and that jt hath appeared to me (and may alſo ro your Lordſhips by King. [was 
peruſing whathe hath printed) he bath ſpent much time about it, andl ,;uning of 
verily b:lieve hath drawn'much envy upon himſelf, and run ſome ha- you by ſeveral 
zard and danger and ſpent his own monies in going up and downto nM FO 
make his enquiries. But I cannot determine what the produce qr effeR :cmembred 
thereof will be, or amounc unro untill ſome particular and poſitive No you ſer- 
proofs be brought ix to prove the silver, orat leaſt ſome part thereof ge; Yiſhop, :: 
really and truely ro belong to ſome' Hollanders, ſpecifying their names, Williams in the 
and the parcclls, aud diſcovering the fraud, in colouring it in other ?*<hamber: 


. Irdeed you 
feign:d names, C 


v —— 


—_ 


-_, 


tld ae Crom- 


- Foras I have humbly declared anto your Lordſhips, for as much as 2! nr the 


Parliament 


the Onns probandi is by Law caſt upon the claimors. The refwlt is, that would never 
for fo much as the claimors ſhall not poſitively and ccrtainly make ſpe- give mee any - 2? 
ciall and particular proofs of : there the judganent will be for confit< Gs mon: 4 
cation in default of their proof, in reſpe & of the owns Proband; fo caft. * would be ad-. | 
But for ſo much as the claimors ſhall make, & have made poſſtive pax-.viſed by me 
. £ . give me © no- 
ticular 8 concludent proofs,ot their real property. There I humbly con- thing , afrer 
ceive unleſs more pioofs be broughtin, then yetare, or that Mr. Yielet they bad rok- 
can bring in certain and particular proofs, to encounter the other wo 
that in references and arguments will be of no more force, then the could finger, I 


| caſting of the 04s probandi al>ne will do of it felf, fo that I dare v5. r<folved 


not take upon me to give any opinion, Bur muſt leave the conſiderae hf aqui to. 


tion of Mr. Yie/et and his ſervice to your Lordſhips. - be revenged of 

All which 1 humbly Submit hem , waar if 

April 14.1654. Walter Walker. jo 4e2 

7 | | ſtroy both the 

Parliament and Cromwel. Gol it was {that incouraged me and blinded th:m,- hit chey ſhould ever rruſta mans 

| advice that they had rvinzd. They ſhould bave remembred thar 4dvice,Truft not a pretended recenciled adverſary s _- 
. efpecially keeping bim (rom his eſtate,as they did me to this day to my dammage Twency thouſand pounds. 
Six Men'y Vane junjor haviog a berter noſe than the reſt,cver ſaid [ was not to be rruſted, rel ling Bradſhaw I had 
| ſeveral rimes made my application to bim,burt be wou!d have nothing co do with me : and whea 1 ſtayed the * 
Silver, Vane moved to ſend me co the Tower 3 for (ſaid he at the coancil) this Villaia will ſer us againſt al 
the world at once,to bring in the King ofScors; | wonder the Council claps him not vp. There upon it was pur 
to the queſtion : whereof 10 of them w-:re for laying ine in priſons and I2 for giving me thanks ; all thoſe _ 2 
that wer: of the then Co:ncil of Scate knows this ro be true, Thar I made a fraftion between Bradſhaw © 
| andYVane. Cromwel and Bradſbew withthe rſt of their party about the Rtaying the Silver, bur Vane, Strick- 
land aod Neoil were for letting of it g>. This Silver which I ſtayed was the o.ly cauſe of blowing up the 
Long Parliamear, which [ kiew ac that time an Army of 40200 men could not have done. 


# 


Tr SO "I Ee + xi p 
- View 5 0 i AE IS * PIs by Ih > EIS ; "ys FAY " 

I 3 "30, #05 MS WW * baths FOO NF ee. . LT ny 1k oe . + $4 z 2 dP EY Ye RE, TL y & - A : = 3 1 
i Pe 43; : net et wes SES is © LEED 2 ET SITY OAT Ob. 074 WP ES TSR IN Oy Te Er 
E X- A Sg ERR. or "ms k m9 S: Fs fees Br GM tn Ce - WS nk) 7" G5; rl x PO IT I —_ 
bo ar 4 = $; 4 ja © = > GE - $55 WE SOIT a nn a9 © ED : 
# $ n 2 ES £3, , Ee IR ads . 

: 45S : oy : v 

I ou F " % uy 4 "a %d 
; F- < 


WT & 5s $4. | 
A, y bd 


©. By Command from King CHARLES. the Firſt, of bleſſed Memory, as. ap. 
pears by Warrant under his Royal Hand and Seal, I cauſed theſe men rl (rr 
be fined in the Srar-Chamber, for tranſporting Gold : nd Silver, ar d cyl] ng. and 
melting. down the heavie Coine of the Nation. ERIN 


The 25th. of Ian. 12. Car. Th. 17th, of Febr. 12. Car. 
Charles Frank 40001. ' Pet?r Hern 2 000. 
Robert Ellis 40001. fohn Tere ' 2000 | 
Tſaac Romeer Z OOO 6 | Timothie E man zonod. 
Facob Delew 1000 |. | / ſaa: Brames 10001. 
Roger Fletcher 1000]. ' Henry' Futter 50ol!. 
Richard Cockrans . 1000]. : Henry Sweeting 5001. 
Fohn Parrat ; 10001. | fohn P.rrin ICo01]. 


The Total of the ſaid Fines amount tothe ſumme of 231001. 


This Sentence awed the Tranſporters of Gold, till theſe Troubles, they durft 
"= not tranfportGold or Silver,for fear I ſhould meet with them. 
WE: Sir John wollaton Knight, and William Gibs Eſquire, both Aldermen of the 
2 City of London, being informed againſt in this Information, by the then Attur- 
; 7 Aoenanrie” procured a Pardon from your Majeſties Royal Father, and ſo were 
if. harged. Theſe two villains betrayed your Royal Father. 1643. As aforeſaid. 

And Mr. Peter Fountain, who was informed againſt for Tranſporting of Gotd 

: by me, procured his Pardon upon paiment of 1100]. to the Lord of St. Albans 
then Maſter Jerwy». And all theſe I did bring toa Trial, at my own charge. ; 

That beſides the fourteen offenders fentenced in the Srar-Chamber, and par- 

doned, as aforeſaid, there are many other Merchants, Goldſmiths, and others 

that have tranſported Gold and Silver out of the Nation. 


Die Mercurii 1 Sept. 1647: 
Raered by the Commons in Parliament Aſſembled, T hat it be referred to 
the Committee of the Navie to conſider of, and take ſome effeftual courſe to 
prevent the Tranſportation of Bullion out of the Kingdom : and ſpeedily to re- 
port what they have dont herein, to the Houſe. 


H. Eiſing. Cler. Parl, 
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' ppon preſently Tobeyed his EY and choſe Poverty and Loy. 
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May it pleaſe your Majeſty , to peruſe your Royal Fathers 

letter, 'which I have printed in this book, folio 14, wherein his 
late Majeſty of glorious memory, commands me that I ſhould not dif. 
cover the tranſpotters of Gold and Silver to the Parliament, without his 
Majeſties eſpecial licence. His Majeſty knew the- fines and compoſiti- 
on of the offenders would bring the Parliament in great ſams of mo- © 
ney, which they would theo imploy againſt him, being then upon the 
poiattocall the Scorcbthen to invade the Kingdom of England, deſtroy 
his Majeſty ,and the Royal party. | 

At the ſamietimeT hadin the Parliament my Patent under examinati- 
on in the Houſe of Commons, for an Otfice I have for two lives, un- 
der your Royal Fathers great Seal of Exgl/ard, for the cilaying and ſeal- 
ing all Gold and Silver Wire,and Silver,and Gold Thrid, and ro war- 
rant the ſame to the Wearers, that it be good Silver, and adue 
proportion of Silverto Silk, This Parent was commanded by Sir Ro- 
bert Harlow, being Chair man toa Committee, ro be brought into the 
Houſe and referred toa Committee, who after ſeveral daics hearing re- 
ferred all partics to the Law, concerning the regulation of Gold and 
Silver wier. ! 

AndT juſtified my Patent to be for the good of the Kingdom in gene= 
ral, and that it ſaved fifty thouſand pounds a year by my faid office, 
and by my regulation and tying the workmento work good Silver, 'and 
a due proportion of Silver co Silk ; 'and this I humbly fay at this dayto 
be true, as 1 will prove it at the Council for Trade. 

There was a Committee appointed, and Pim, Hamden, Whittaker, 
Corbet, &cto article with me for to diſcover the tranſporters of Gold 
and Silver, and if I would do that, and raiſe the Parliament monies by 
the fines of the offenders, then I was by their procurement that the com- 
mittee of Parliament ſhould report the legalcy and juſtice of my afores 
{aid Patent and Office; and it ſhould have been confirmed by Parlia- 
ment, but firſt I was to raiſe the Parliament fourty thouſand pounds by 
the fines of the tranſporters of Gold, $3, 

This agreement was made between the Committee of Parliament 
and me, inthe Courtof Wards , about the roth. of November 1643. 
and I prepared to make my diſcovery accordingly. But then, may 
it pleaſe your Majeſtic , comes your Majeſties FathersLetter, of bleſled 
memorie, and commands me not to do this ſervice for the Parliament 
at my peril,as 1 have it to ſhew under his Majeſties hand and Seal. There- 


alty 
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-”” © ' altybefore Riches, and to bea Rebel for my Loyalty 7have been meft 
Barbaroufly uſed. - 


Ttoldthe Committee, that upon enquiry after the buſineſs, Ifound 
the French and. Dutch Merchants, and ſtrangers, that had tranſpor- 
ted the Gold and filver out of the Nation; were removed from Do- 
ver, and I could not for the preſent do themghat ſervice I had promiſed 


them, | | 

Whereupon Whittaker and Corbettook that but fora Alam, and ſaid, 
I was your Majcſties Royal Fathers Spice, a Cavalier, and a Malignerr, 
and moyed the Houle againſt me, an they lent me to the Kings- 
bench; and there I remained a Prifoner , till I made an exchange for 
Mr. Heſlerig, then Priſoner at Beaver Caſtle 1643.40 December, 


In Faxwary aftcr his late Majeſiie had exch:nged me , preſently he 
commands me to bring upthe Lettcr aforeſaid, from his late Majeſty to 
the Citizens of London, wh ch 1 did, and the baibarcus abuſes which I 


humbly declared. 


My humble requeſt unto your 1: aiefty is, that you would be pleaſed to obſerve, 
all my ſuffering is only for my loyalty ro your Aaeſties Roya! Father, would ] 
have obeyed the Parliament, and diſcovered the Tranſporters of Gold at that 
time, 1643. 1 had inioyed all my eſtate, and been ſeried in che Office which 1 have 
for two Lives for the regulating Gold and Silver Thred and Wyer. | 


And all this damagel ſuffered for obeying your Maieſties Royal Fathers com- 
mand, to my damage at this day above twenty thouſard pourds : My moſt hum- 
ble Petition to your Majeſty is, Th-t ſeeing | was oppreſled and traduced by the 
tyranny of Sir Henry Vane junior, Sir Arthur Haſclrig, ard Mr. +t. John, they 
being the principal Actors that ruined me, that I may have by vour \ a celties 
por. Arr bounty, and mercy, allotted out of Sir 4rihnr Haſelrigs, and Sir Hen- 
5 V anes eſtates ſuch ſatisfaRtion and reparation as your Majel'i in your Roy- 
al wiſdom ſhall think fit and juſt for my ſupport, after ſo fad an oppreflion for 
my x3 to your Royal Father, the petition tothe Parliament, and my charge 
againſt Vane, Sr. 7chn, Haſlerig, was put into the Parliament befcre your VaJe- 
Yes gracious Letter from Brtaa, the L ords in Parliament ordered me to reſpite 
my Petition to them, until your Maiefties bappy arrival into Enolans, ard ever 
fince] watched my opportunity to ſhew what 1 have done ard tuftered for your 
Royal Father, and what I can ard will do for Your Majeliies Royal ſervice, if you 
pleaſe to command me; 1 am at your ſervice, as far as my life and. eltate will go. 

| Vay 


received from Citie and Pazliiment, for bringing the fame vp, I have 


* - 
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oY hand pleaſe your Majeſty, in the year 1636. your AZajeſties Royal Father 
| gave Alderman Wollaſton, and Alderman Gibbs his Gratious pardon, 
Sir Henry Mildmay, and the Company. of Goldſmiths, charged Alderman YVol- 
laſton for buying the Kings itollenPlare;and Alderman Gibbs,for refining and melt- 
ing of Silver contrary to the Lawes, as will appear in the Records of the Councel- 
Table, about Afarch 1635. Had nor his Royal Majeſty of bleſſed memory 
pardoned the then Lord Major Wollaſton, the Law had hanged him before 
ever he had come to have been Lord Major of Londen; and then he ſhould 
have prevented this Y/laſton trom be'ng ſuch a Traitor to his Majeſty, the 
P:overb faith, Save a T hief from the gallows and he will hang thee : This VVolla- 
ſton proved a bloody <nemy to th: King to his dying day, and Gibbs as bad as he, 
bur is yet living, | 

ior as ſoon as ever] delivered lis Majeſties Meſſage unto my Lord Major, he 
ſent for his fellow Traitor Alderman Gibbs, and they preſently concluded to make 
Sir Hepry Vaxe junior, Sir Arthur Haſlerig, Mr Sollici or St. fokn, and Francis 
Allen, acquainted wich the Kings Letter, 2nd ordered preſently ro apprehend 
me, Sir Baſil Brook, and Mr. &'y to ſeize upon our Eftares and ſequelter us : 
And ſo preſently I was that night apprehended, and for four years ſo uſed, that 
never any man that brought up a Letter from any King of E _ to London, for 
a Peace, was ſo barbarouſly and cruelly uſed, that Evening the aforeſaid perſons 
and ſome others examined me, they carried me to Goldſmiths Hall, they ſent for 
Sir Baſil Brock, and Mir Rily , and St. fon the Kings. *ollicitor cauſed all ou? 
Pockets to be ſearched, and :9.:nd heir Lecrers in Sir Bop! Brooks and Rilies, bur 
none in mine, and as Sir B 1 Bru:k preſented him with che Kings Letter, which 
I brought up from Oxford; St. Fohn asxed Sir Bafil Bro k tor anothet Letter, 
which the Kings Majelty had ſeat up, the day before [ weat ro Oxford to preſſe 
Rily and his party, to act their buſineſs as ſoon as they cou!d, witha Letter from | 
my Lord George Digby, which che Officers found abour Sir Baſs! Brook,  Touch- 
ins this buſineſs when they had theſe Letters, St. Fohns, Vane, Haſelrig, Mr. Allen, 
Lord Major Wellaſton, and Alderman G:bbs, and ſeveral ochers, made themſelves 
very merry wich chem. There was Mr. ?ackzos the Efſay -Ma'ier of Goldſmiths 
Hall, a very hoae{t man, and one that ſaved my life at that rime, in diſcovering to 
me what was confeſſed by Rily, thar he had not diſcovered aay thing, and that 
the aforeſaid Commttee were reſolved to face me down Rihie bad confeſſed all, * 
and ſo would have me to diſcover, and I ſhould have mercie, 

They found in Mr. Riltes pockets Reads two Letters aforeſaid, and threatned 
him to have him racked, if he would not diſcover the bottom of the buſineſle, 
and who they were inthe Cirie, thac plotted to oppoſe the Scots coming 10. 

But thzre was an Oach of Secrecy amongſt them all, and Rilie knew them-all, 
bnt 1 was not privy ro the number that was but only to a& wich Sir Baſil, Bro, 
Read, and at Oxford with his Majeſtie, the Queens Majeſtie, the Dutcheſs of Z#c- 
kingham- aud Lord x4 and to bring the Kings Letter ſrom Oxfora. 


Had Rily but confeſſed thoſe Gentlemen in Loxdoy that were privie wich bim 
G 2 18 
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their Lives and Eſtates. - 

And had the Lord Major YVollafton concealed the buſineſs twenty four 
hours, it had been out of his power to bave ſtopped this defign for peace : His 
tate Majeſty of bleſſed memory rold me at Oxford, That R:/y had ſent him down 
| by one that came purpoſelyxo Read from Lx»n4aon,a Liſt of above two hundred of 
che principal men that had ingaged in this buſineſs, every man upon an Oath 
ot ſecreſie : Thelate King commanded meto tell Mr. Ri/ie Scoutmaſter-gene- 
ral of the City, that he ſhould follow his former Dire&ions, which was to be 
careful whom he imparted this buſineſs ro, and to treat with them ſeverally, and 
uot together, for all their ſecurity depended thereon, that it did concern all our 
Lives and Eſtates to be circumſpet : We had former Preſidents to make us wa- 
ry, Tomkins and Challeyer and others, and though he was caretul of all his Sub- 
jeds, yet of thoſe that were moſt forward to ſerve him, he was moſt tender that 
they ſhould venture themſelves, telling me he did know more of this deſign then 
I did, byGods bleſſing it will take faith his Majeſtie,T have laid it ſo with Mr Ry, 
thatI am aſſared of a happy ſucceſs, go thy way,l will make thee a man, and tel! 
my Lord Major, and Mr. Rilie,l will make them famous for ever. Rily was by all 
Parties truſted to carry on this deſign, and had not the fins of the Nation pre- 
vented us of fuch a mercy ( for it was not Gods time) for our deliverance, there 
was never in all theſe troubles adeſign for putting anend to the War without 
bleodſhed, ſo laid and contrived as Sir Baſi! Brook, Col. Read, Mr. Rily, bad laid 
every man his part ſeverally; and fo ſecretly, that though the principal men in 
the City were ingaged in the buſineſs ro. make the City of Londen to declare for. 
the King, and to oppoſe the Scors invading of England, and the Cities Declara- 
tion which they intended to publiſh, | brought it ro hisMajefty my ſelf1643.and re- 
ceived my Orders and Dire&ions thereupon my ſelf from his Majeſty, and the 

ueens moſt excellent Majeſty, the Dutcheſs of Buckingham, and the Lord Georgs 
Dc his Majeſties Secretary and Coll. Read, were only privie to this buſineſle, to 
my knowledge,at the Conrt,and no other. 


Two Letters of Col. Read's, ſent ro Mr. T hec- 
philus Rily, Scout-maſter of the City of London, from Oxford, 


ro incourage the Common-Councel of the City of Landon, 
to PF etition his late Majeſty for Peace, and to confder the fad Effc&s 
that would follow, upon the Scots invading-Ezeland. Jan. 1643. 


SIR! 
Wrote to you formerly but never had any Anſwer, T aſſure you faith- 
| fully T have not been wanting to do what you deſired (as you may 
perceiv by the effefts evif. You bave not your defire blame your ſelf, 
and 


in this buſineſs he had made many ſcore of men in the City of Loxdey, loſe 


2 


CER I OE TI cn 


and give meleave to tell you, © if-you negleFt the opportunity now of- _ pony 
fered to you, it may be you (hall never have the like again; for I have pp AF 
made thoſe whom you have given juſt occaſion to be your worſt friends, (howng ſene ; 
to be your beſt,and the only inſtr wnents to procure what here is ſent you, fra, by order - | 
and be you confident ſhee (hall ftill be fo, provided you do your part; cons or AO 


fider I beſeech you, What a gap us opened by bringing in of the Scots LT 
for the deſtruftion of this Kingdom, if there be not a Peace (which [cr Devenk 
prayGod Almightie to ſer'1 ſpeedily) you muſt expe Armies of Strang- moſt > Kher 
ers from ſeveral Places, who are now preparing, who certainly at their che Giry of 


coming in will over-run. the while Kingdom, and when it i paſt remedy, qa TE 


you will ſee your own Errors, and therefore to prevent more miſery then vp0n replicd, 


[ am able to expreſſe to this d:plorable Kingdom, and the effuſion of the cn beſt 


Bloud of thouſands of men,women, an. children, which muſt mevitably Mir gh ral 


be this Summer, apply your ſerves mn an bumble and ſubmiſſive way to ms Jap —_ 
his Maj-ſtie, whom Iknow you will finde ready with Arms outeftretch- —_— *s, 
. ; uycenſepie 
ed to receive you to favor and mercy, and grant you favors,even beyond Pater ir hall © * 
your expeFtation. Defer n» time (for God's ſake) and what you will oe ares 
do, dv it ſþ:edily;I ſay again,do it ſpeedily, for reaſons, I may not write, men tar come. 
Oxford Dec, 10,1550 | 
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with a Petiti- 
ona tothe King _ 
| ſhallbe well © 
accomodatel, 

WS - TY and have 4 3 
Col. Read's Paper ro Mr. KRie, Sceutmaſter moſt Graiens i 
_—_— we  "—M 

| their juſt de- 7 

of the City of Lonpon, thei juſt de- | 
bleſſe chew, & © © 

' God increaſe 7 
ale : their number, 
Aſſure you that T have nit been wanting to further your good deſs- and thereupon Þ 


—_— CC oo—_ EE er 


| of { . the Queens 
res, and if it be not yol own faults, I make no doubt but things will Te 
' M2} and the Kin 3 
have an happy iſſue;for T finde thoſe that are moſt concerned in it,;fOr- frew his had. 4 
kerchicf owof 
4 h's pocket,and.. 
F the tears ſtood inthe Kings eyes, which made both Read and-I fall a weeping, and thereupon the Queen. -; 
! commanded Col, Readco lift up the Ha-gings, to ſee no-body ſtood! behinde the Hangings rochear what ſhee > 
5 faid, which Read did, and when the Queenſe no boiy behinde the Hangings; Ah //olet faid ſhe rhe King E- 
$ andIam in a moſt ſad cordition, we bave T raytors about us, that watch all our Words and ARions, we - 
ſpeak nothing, nor do nothing, but icis ſeat up to'the Parliament, and they in 'e-pret ic inthe worſt Sence + 

The Queens Mjefly at that rime was very il},and Jookt very caretully, and was oothing buc Skin and Bones} 
God bc thank for the bleſſed change that is here ar this day, the Kings Majeſty her Son, in the Throne 6 
his Royal Fa:ker, and King of the hearts of his People; theſe rwo Papers was foundin Rities pockets, at + 
was printed by Order of Parliament, and Col. Reedchugedto be a Jeſuite, 1 am ſure of it theſe Papers m kes 


hima true Prophet, ſavedReads life in geiting him exchanged of the General Eſex-by a wroogoame, i 
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'#r0ans and ſufferings of thoſe you ſee not, which yet have been nothing to 

what they will be, if not ſpeedily prevented by a Peace, which to obtain 
Theſeech you, let it not only be your own care, but the care of all thoſe 
B you love, or have puwer with;otherwiſe be confident of « general rune, 
E-- which certainly will be mevitable bsth to your ſelves and poſteritie, and 
] therefore take it into your ſerious conſideration, and let no cauſl:ſs jeas 
loufies hinder you te apply your ſelves in an bumble and ſubmiſſive man. 
ner to his Majeitie, who I am ſure will yet look upon you with a g-acious 
tie; boſe no time, for the longer you delay, it may prove the more diffis 
cult, no doubt, 


This laſt Letter I Tho. Violet delivered from Read. ax Oxford 2 
t9.Mr. Riliem Loodoa iDecenb. z0.16 45. 


This Cell. Read I ygot exchauged by a wrong name, for a private 
Souldier, at the intreatie of Sir Baſil Brook, who told me I ſhould de 
a Very 200d ſervice for bis Majeſtie, and the ueens Majeſtic, to yet 
Read to be diſcbarged, but that muſt be done by @ wrong name, or elſe 
ſaid Sir BaſiſBrook thefParliament wonld never admit of his exchang; 
I did effe& it, and ſent this (ll. Rea to the King at Oxtord, upon 
condition be would returne to My. Rilie the Scout-maſler of | ondon, 
how he found his Majeſtie inclined to receive a Petition from the ( ity of 

London for peace, that they would declare themſelyes for a peace,and 
Petition bis Majeſtie for a ceſſation of 41 ms; and an accommodation be. 
tween the late King of Glorious memory. An11 Tho. Violet was ſent 
down to Oxford Decemb.2.9 1643 to brig up his Majeſties Gratis 
ous Letter, the Copie of the Citie of London: deſire, being ſent to his 


. late Majeſtie, wherein they defired upon the Copie I brought to Oxford, 
| to 
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Militta of the Citie, becauſe his Majeſtie told me at Oxford they were 


not impowred by his Commiſſion, and he would not own them: 1 told his 


late Majeſtic, and the Lord Digbie, it was contrary to my inflrufli- 
ons which I received from Mr. Rilie, to alter the ſuper ſcription of His 
M ajeſties Letter, but ſeeing Eds Majeſtie would not but diref] his Letter, 
To our Lord Mayor and Aldermen of our City of Lexdon,and 
all other our wcll affected Subjects of that our Citie, 7 would 
venture my life to bring up this Letter to London, and going according 
to my inſtruftions Treceirv:d from his Maieſtie, to acquaint Wollas 
ſton then Lord Mayor of London,and AldermanGibbs,th:y cauſed 
me ſome few houres after I was gon from them, to be apprehended upon 
a ( barge of High Treaſon. 


—_— FL. 


———— 


Ay it pleaſe your Majeſty to peruſe this enſuing Narrative, viz, in 
Sept.165 7. I being fick ſeat to Bradſhaw to write to the preten- 
ded Prot: tor Cromwell, th it if he would not pay me the cle- 

ven thouſand pounds he promiled me, to pay me ſome conſiderable 
ſum for my ſupport. Braaſhaw at that time wrote to Cromwell very car- 
neſtly to pay me a conſiderable fun ia part, uſing tis is his argument, 
and telling Mr Beck (Cromwetls Solicitour) Mr Tho. Hewet, and Mr Tate 
my Chirurgeon (who were all three by when Bradſhaw wrote tothe 
pretended Proteftor about me) Bradſhaw ſaid, Remember my fervice 
ro my Lord #rotector, and defire him in my nameto pay Yiolet a confi- 
derable part of his money tor his ſupport,according to his quality ; my 


Lord ProteQor krowcs not Yolet {o well as I do: If the man ſhould 


e0 to Charls Stuart, he wou!l do us more miſchief than a hundred 
thouſand ponds would do us good 7 there are ſome Kings would give 
an hundred thouſand pounds for to haye ſuch an Engine for their turn, 
and they knew hi: as well is I do, This meſſage was ſent to Crozwel 
from Brad{baw by Mr Peck th© P roteRors ©olicicour , Mi Hewes, Mr 
Yates, and theſe Gentlemen are 21! in London to juſtific thistobe true, 
Mr Beck wponthis mefſage mo vid Mr Francis Bacen, the maſter. of 
the Requeſt, to move Crommel ting Protector effeRually about me. ,. and 
he 
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to have his Majeſtic direBed bis 7 tter tothe Militia of Landon,fut © 
his late Majeftie would-not'own the Militia, to teat with them as the 
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© he would alſo move him 5 which they did, and they both told mee 
when -my name-was but mentioned for my. money I petitioned for, 
' Cromwel was {0 incenſed againſt me,that he beſtowed all the bad words 
inthe world, and ſaid, that he took me ro be a dangerous perſon, and an 
ArrantVillain againſthim; and,in a word (ſaith Mr-Bacon and Mr Beck) 
ke takes theeto be anArrant Knave. They often asked me if I could i - 
magine the reaſon that the ProtcQor,and ſome of his Council, was (0 
bitter againſt "me, that they never heard man have a worſe charaer 
than Cromwel did give me, and fome of his Council that were intimate 
with him, 2s Tharloe, &c. I replyed, I reccived good forevil, the Pro- 


reors payment to me is not currant to revile me for ventnring my life | 


in his ſervice,and laying out of. my-purie x5 00 1. to get him 2782501. 
ſo much money Baxter paid him clear for the ſilver I ſaid him in the 
ſhips Sampſon, Salvador and St George, as will appear by an Ordinance 
of Parliament for Baxters diſcharge for the payment of that money, 
T knew Crowwels reaſon, but would not teH ittochem. For I found 
(when it was too late) he knew he had undone himſelf, by ſeizing on 
this Silver and breaking up the Parliament, and that I was the fatal In- 
trument that adviſed him to take the Silver into his own cuſtody, either 
- under the Banquetting houſe to lodg ir, orin the Tower, He did be- 
Heve I did it innocently and for his good; for had he believed 1 had 
done (as truly I did) malitiouſly to deſtroy him, he would have cauſed 
me to have bcen torn in pieces, 
* MrStrick/ayd asked one Capt. Sway, a Gentleman of Xen, an inti- 
mate friend of mine, what he thought I was, and whether I was not a 
. Gavalcer; Smickland telling Captain Swan, Many of us of the Coun- 
 Cil of Statetake Yiolet to be a ſly and dangerous fellow, he is alwayes 
preſenting Propofitions unto us which may bear double interpretati- 
ons ; he pretends forthe Councils profit, but I am ſure it is for their 
danger he hath ſtaid Three hundred thouſand pounds in Silver,and 
- bath ſetus togetherby the ears amongſt our ſelves, and with Holland : 
Cromwel and Bradſhaw makes ule of him , promiſing him from day to 
day to give him his ERate, b!:r they but abuſe him,they will never give 
him a farthing. T heard Bradſhaw ſay, I could wiſh 77olet had his Eftate 
or the value, butthere is no truſting him therein, If he ſhould run tothe 
King of Scors, he would do us more miſchief thana hundred thouſand 
nds. Keep him poor, and that will keep him honeſt ro us - for if he 
had his Eſtace, he would be with the King of Seozz, ; 


The 


a _— —— 


UMI | 


05) 


—_ a ect. 
ER 


” opt 


"The King of: France hath a ſtanding Councel 

| forto Regulate his Mints, and to hinder the 
Tranſporting of Gold or Silver. 

V Verethelike Orders ſetled in England,it would 

be for your Majeſties ſervice, and keep your 

Atajelties Mint on work. | 


IN an Ordinance and Declaration of the King of France, printed at 

Paris, g0. 0#1640,F0.8,9. ; 

IP: expreſly forbid, that all Materials of Gold or Silver gither coins 
ed or uncoined, ſhall not be bought and ſold at higher Rates, then is ex- 
preſly ſet down in this Declaration, which doth declare the true valae 
that muſt be paied for the Mark of Silver, | 4 

We expreſly forbid every one of what qudlitie or condition / oever ,to 
Tranſport out of our Kingdom any Gold or Silver, coined or uncoined, 
or any other Goldſmiths work, upon penaltie of forfeiture of the Mate- 
rials and Merchandize, and other things therein they ſhall be found to 
be packed wp in, beſides the penaltie of fiftie pouns, and bodily puniſh» 
ment. | | | "i 
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£& _  Forthe Regulating of the-Adint ; Publiſhed in 


- Bruſſels the laſt day of May, 1640- 
ETIC I 


bave olfo forbidden, end forbid by theſe preſents. every one, of what quality of con 
ditien ſever, eat our ah others, 16 tranſport any Gold or Silver from 
bencefortb out of our Lands, direQly or indiredtly, or to-cauſe the ſame to be tranſported, 
- ws from us before band expreſs leave and 

0 


Minted or unminted, without havi 
conſent to de tbe ſame, upon penalty of forfeiture the Gold and Silver and Bullion , aud to. 


ſantgthe offenders ta be haniſhed.out of our land for five years, aud the ſecond time for ever. 
Ordinance and Placcart at Bruſſelsthe 18th, of March, 164.3, 


ARTIC. LV11. 


'E exprexly forbid any perſon. of what quality or condition ſoever to bay or ſell an 

Golfer p- eitber Bullion or currant, at « bigber price then the - $-Conk Ye 
eur ſaid Mint permitteth, upon penalty of the forfeiture of all Gold and Silwer the forſt time, 
tbe ſecond four times as much and ſevere corre&ion. KO 


Placeart and Ordinance for Flanders and Amwerp.. 4 Ofob. 1585, 
ARTIC..XY.-. 


RY E forbNi and interdit? expresly-1hat no one of what qnality,or degree, or condition ſoc-- 
ver, fall tranſporter carry any. Guld or Silver of. aur Coins 07 Byllion, melted or in 

7, nor any Gold or Silver to coin moneys. upon forfeiture of the ſatd Gold and Silver, 
#des two bungred Gold Roſe Nobles, for every Mark, of: Gold, «nd. twenty Golden Roſe- 
Abbe for every Mark of Silver, axd the ſecond time to be bodily puniſbed. 


ri AR TIC, XIEKL 


ef we do expresly forbid all and every one beucefortb- to buy or ſell any mares of Gold. 
4 or Siluer money at ebove the price of the Mint ; for profit or gain, upon pain y the 


eller 


pay beſedes the duuble worth, as alſo the Waggons that ſhalf willingly heve conveyed the - 


. 5 ” 
—Y . % EE ER 4 


ut 1 0: 19h 51 envointk yt. 911 2ilsb ol 
Placart and Ordinances concerning the general courſe apdregulatio f 
'"the Mint and Monics, 2s allo concerning the Exchingirs, Refinety, 
and Goldſmiths, and 6thers in the unired Provinces, *3 6ab.' 


-ARTIC, X1- 


A Nd as for the Gold and Silver money wheſ e value is rated by ibis Ordiagcs, we ex | 
* ® >reſsly forbid every one toprefent or payy or receive the ſay at" bigher rgies then are 
bere ordered,upon forfeiture of ſuch monty ſo exchauged,beſides arbitrary Puniſhment. - 


G JJ E forbid every one'to cul any Galder $ iluer marneys, Jo ſort the, weighty and | goad 

ones, from the light, for private audyarticularPrefit upon pain of ferfeitige, oy to 

buy any Silver for Work at bigber rate thenthe Ordinance, wponpains of forfeiture .dewble 
tbe value, | RE 4A EH 
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VVYF exepreſsly forbid from benceſorth to#ranſport 07 cauſe to be tranſporied wt of due 
ehove= ſaid Province towards any ſtrange Mints, «P Laid Ci wy Ne dmoinger 
Maſs or Tngots ,fit to coin money, »pon patn of Gonfiſcarion'of "the abovefaid mevitey a 
materials : 4nd befide the-penalty of x00:golden. Angeis15#pow every of Galdy bg 
&r bodily puniſh: 
ment. | 8838 £3 1 


20 Angelots for every mark of Silver, tefides for the ſeccnd time to | 
ARTIQC. XXII. + 


VYF forbid from henceforth every one to mel; opy.Gold or other Moneys of ber Me 
* * jeftie of Englands ftamp,vilued by theſe? Prejentsnpun. penelty of ” x 4 
ond the menies thatſt«l! be light, ſbell be brought to the Exchange according 101be I 
Cuifome. If. the Merchants pleaſe they may jend to Aanflerdi mw, and bave all theſes PYb- 
clamatiens, and ibere. they will ſee whether theſe Lows arenitimade ercereg the dah; 
bere bovefeid, in Frarice, Flatidets, — EY 1 | ly ſubenit at 
ur Najefties ard your Priviy Geumcelofeet, and humbly preys'd may tutr {ive to ſeg this 
phy erg pres leave to Ba eyes and Ft ver tobe Beal the Pau o 
your Mgjefie, and your woſt Honourable Privic Councils that the 1Werchants grean 
may be as a Handmaid to your Sacred Mgjefty, and at your command always. m G2 
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ſeller to forfeit the pleces ſeld, andthe buyer 4s much '«g the ſeller; befides, for the bg 28 
time both buyer and ſeller 0 forfeit threefraze peuntts, and the third time to be arbitrartll# pe 
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Do Jefire FR indicions Ronde to. ke. 
"E-th+ miſtakes of the Preſs,” and to mend them 
with his:Pen, 'and'the diſorder of ſorting my 
Notes, being ſtreightnedin time, and fane to uſe 
two Preſſes tor expedition, leaſt the Merchants 
ſhould have ſurprized his Majeſty, and gotten 
leayeby Act of Parliament to Tranſport Gold 
and Silver at their pleaſure, to the damage of the 
mg Majeſty,and his1mperial Crown,and dig- 

Grant.me this juſt Requeſt, to mend the 
Errors with your Pen, and [| ſhall be incouraged 
to preſent you with that which will be advantagi- 
ous toall the Engliſh Merchants, which is,l do in- 
tendro make an exact pare, and calculation of all 
_ the Goldand Silver Coins in (hriftendom, their 
juſt weights and fineneſs, and what they will 
make, being full weight in his #24700 Mint in 
the Tower of London, and all the Figures, and 
Coins, Arms, and Mottoes ſeverally Engravia' : 
Which will be a work of charge,and pains,andwill 
aguide to allMerchancs, t6 knowall Forreign 
'Ccms of Gold andSilyer in Chriſtendom, as well as 


our currant Coin of the Kingdom of England, © 
Biegh -FINIS. 


